cACTSHEET-

innie

Homelessness

* People experiencing homelessness always

live on the street. FALSE!

BUST SOME MYTHS! (24% of people in WA are rough sleepers)

Ask the group to stand in the middle of the room. e More than 122,000 people experience

When you share the following statements, get homelessness in Australia every day.
them to stay standing if they think it's a fact or

duck down if they think it's a myth. Then share
the correct answer.

TRUE!
(about 10,000 West Australians are homeless)

e If people don’'t want to be homeless they can

easily get government housing. FALSE!

(the waitlist for government housing is years long in WA)

How Does Vinnies Help?

Tom Fisher House

Tom Fisher House supports people
experiencing long term homelessness. We
provide a week of free accommodation that
welcomes people that may not qualify for
other services, as we are low barrier for
entry. We offer services to support their A person experiencing homelessness does not have access to
unique challenges and needs and are the safe, secure and adequate housing. 24% of West Australians
only shelter in WA where people can bring experiencing homelessness stay in improvised dwellings, tents,
their pet! or sleep rough. Others are staying:

CONVERSATION STARTERS

What does homelessness mean?

Passages Youth Engagement Hub In severely overcrowded dwellings 30%

In homelessness shelters 17%
With other households (couch surfing) 22%
In other temporary lodging 7%

Passages is a program for young people
aged 12-24 who are experiencing
homelessness. It is a safe and supportive
drop-in centre for young people to connect
with help and plan for their future.

Who is experiencing homelessness in Western Australia?
Wandjoo Bidi

Wandjoo Bidi is transitional housing for
people sleeping rough in the Perth area, with
30 rooms for up to 35 people. We offer
support by connecting residents to other
services, developing skills, and advocating
with them for their goals.

About 10,000 Western Australians are homeless each night.

» Male 55% / Female 45% » Aged over 55 19%
» Indigenous 35% » Aged 25-55 49%
» Born overseas 34% o Aged under 25 32%

Why do people experience homelessness?

Housing Plus

There are many different reasons people experience
homelessness. Some reasons include:

Housing Plus manages homes that provide
safe and secure places to live for 3-12

months. All homes are ready to move into

with furniture, cooking utensils,

crockery and bedding which means people can
move in quickly in emergencies.

» Violence at home  Inappropriate dwelling

» Financial issues o Family breakdown

» Housing crisis » Housing costs
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