MAKING A DIFFERENCE

HOW YOUR SUPPORT OF VINNIES QUEENSLAND IS MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN YOUR COMMUNITY

Yo are providing hepe and a WU% hond
Helping Leah and Charlotte rebuild their lives
Supporting Queenslanders impacted by floods

Changing lives through education
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Thank you

Itis a great privilege to begin my term as your new State President at such a
significant time in our Society’s history. | am honoured to be the first woman

to serve in this role.

tribute to outgoing State President

Dennis Innes, who I believe
epitomised servant leadership during
his time in the role. With wisdom
and compassion, he steered our
Society through one of the most
tumultuous periods in our state’s
history and left us in a stronger
position at the end of it.

I would like to begin by paying

Many of the challenges Dennis
faced remain with us today, from the
lingering impacts of the COVID-19
pandemic to the devastation
caused by recent floods. Our work
in Queensland’s most vulnerable
communities has never been more
critical, which is why [ am especially
thankful for your generous and loyal
support today.

In this edition you will find
inspiring updates on the lifeline you
are providing to those left homeless
and struggling by floods and the
housing crisis, and those devastated
by the war on Ukraine. You can also
read about how you are helping to
change lives through education.

I hope you feel a sense of pride
as you read about the wonderful
difference you are making. Thank
you for your loyal and generous
support.

With my deepest thanks,

//C? Hre Frahosy

Trish McMahon
State President
St Vincent de Paul Society, QLD

Dennis Innes’
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ennis faced more than his fair
share of challenges over the last

four years. Queensland’s ever-
changing weather caused havoc
through fire, floods and drought.
COVID-19 turned life upside
down for individuals, families and
organisations (including Vinnies)

St Vincent de Paul Society,
OLD’s new State President,
Trish McMahon

across our community. The housing
crisis left record numbers of families
without a roof over their heads. By
quickly and successfully guiding
our response to these challenges,
Dennis enabled us to remain true
to our vision and provide a hand up
to all Queenslanders who needed it.

Ukraine crisis update

You are supporting people
in urgent need, both here
in Australia and overseas.

he war on Ukraine continues
Tto drive vulnerable families

from their homes into desperate
situations.

Vinnies is helping to deliver
urgently needed humanitarian aid
to bordering countries including
Poland, Slovakia, Romania and
Hungary. Our Society’s Board of the
Council General International has
also reached out to four Ukrainian
Conferences seeking additional ways
we can offer assistance. For displaced
people arriving in Australia, Vinnies
is working with the Ukrainian
Community of Queensland to
provide $35,000 worth of vouchers.

/\

Your kindness is helping support
families displaced by the fighting
in Ukraine, and settle into their
new lives in Queensland.
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If you or someone you know needs assistance, please call 1800 Vinnies (1800 846 643) today.
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Your kindness is giving Queenslanders much needed hope to rebuild their lives.

ore than half a year has passed
since one of the worst floods
in recent history and your

generous support for those impacted
remains as important as ever.

Thanks to the wonderful response
to our Queensland Flood Appeal,
Vinnies continues to provide clothes
and day-to-day essentials to people
who lost everything. But as St
Vincent de Paul Society, QLD CEO
Kevin Mercer explains, your support
will be just as crucial in the months

ahead.

“Once the initial shock of
losing everything starts

to settle, thousands of
Queenslanders will need to
rebuild their lives from scratch
— a process that can take years.
We’ve distributed $1.5 million
of $2.7 mallion and anticipate
that the remainder will be
distributed in the 12 months to
come.”

Thank you for being there at a
time of great need for so many.

Just $125 can provide emergency
food and toiletries for a family
who’ve lost everything in a
natural disaster.
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VINNIES QUEENSLAND FLOOD APPEAL

$2,799,159

donated by generous supporters

§1,543,544

distributed to
people in need

1,644

Queenslanders assisted

&

8 8 3 food hampers

=
—

~
369 requests for
furniture items

653 requests for
financial support

) |

3 42 requests for
clothing items

Updated figures as at 26 July 2022.

A helping hand

when disaster strikes

When February’s floods
left Jacinta homeless,
you were there to help.

As a Vinnies youth volunteer,
Jacinta Corkeron was used to
supporting people who were
homeless. She never imagined she'd
end up homeless herself, but that is
exactly what happened when she was
forced to evacuate from her flooded
Windsor home in February.

“It all happened so quickly,” Jacinta
remembers. 7 just had enough time
to get a bag of belongings, the cat, put
them all on a surfboard and float them

to safety.”

“Just a few weeks earlier I'd
been talking to kids in schools
about homelessness. Suddenly,
I didn’t have a roof over my
own head.” Jacinta

Thanks to the generous support of
people like you, Vinnies was able to
organise deliveries of food hampers
and grocery vouchers to support
Jacinta while she stayed with friends.

When her home is repaired and ready %

for her to move back in, she knows
she can also rely on Vinnies for help

with rebuilding her life.

With your support, Vinnies
volunteer Maree was able to help
Jacinta with whitegoods, food
and other essentials to help her
rebuild her life.
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ueensland remains firmly
Qin the grips of an affordable
housing crisis. Record interstate
migration, rising rents and one
of the most competitive housing
markets in decades are driving more

and more vulnerable families into
homelessness.

In fact, recent research from
Digital Finance Analytics found
over 40 per cent of Australians are
currently experiencing financial
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stress in terms of maintaining
housing.

With 21,000 Queenslanders
facing homelessness every night,
and over 50,000 on the wait list
for social housing, there is an
urgent need to focus on solving the
problem.

Vinnies QLD CEO, Kevin
Mercer, explains, “while our
volunteer members and housing
staff do a commendable job in

Housing Crisis
update

You are helping to build new housing
infrastructure for Queensland’s most vulnerable.

supporting Queenslanders to find
accommodation, it’s impossible to
find people a safe and stable place to
live if the homes simply do not exist
in the first place.”

Last year, Vinnies shared with
you our vision to build a minimum

of 500 affordable new dwellings in
the next five years.

That vision is now well on its
way to becoming reality. Vinnies
is working with various partners
to source development sites and
prepare plans for inclusive social and
affordable housing projects across
the state.

Keep reading future editions
of You Are Making A Difference
for updates on this exciting
development.

Thank you for helping provide
more Queenslanders with a safe
place to call home.

“We have heard increasingly

Jrom Queensland families,

many who are on stable full-
time incomes, telling us they
have nowhere to go — there is
nothing left they can afford.”
Kevin Mercer, St Vincent de
Paul Society, QLD CEO

With the support of people

like you, Vinnies is building

more affordable housing for
Queenslanders experiencing or at
risk of homelessness.

A place for people:
INTEGRATED COMMUNITIES

Through the financial contributions of supporters
like you, Vinnies will create vibrant and inclusive
communities for people from all walks of life.

on helping vulnerable people transition through the
process of crisis accommodation to achieving secure,
stable tenancies and even home ownership.

The approach is a person-centred and place-based
one, proven in a number of Scandinavian countries.

“Housing first” is known to improve outcomes by
ensuring people are connected to their community,
social support networks and empowered to achieve a

It's known as “housing first” and the model focusses
brighter future to live, work and thrive.
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Did you know as little as $364 can
provide a homeless family with a
week’s worth of rent in safe, secure
accommodation?
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HOW EdUCatIOH 15 breaking the cycle of
poverty and homelessness

Your kindness is helping Afghan refugees succeed in the classroom. The Children’s Education Fund is changing more young lives, thanks to you.

group of young Afghan
Arefugees will get a head start in

education thanks to support
from volunteer member Rebecca
Lim from the Vinnies Refugee

Network and the St Peter and Paul
Bulimba parish social justice group.

Rebecca helped to organise
the donation of 25 reconditioned
laptops for the refugees, who are
preparing to study at TAFE this
year. These computers are vital to
helping the young Afghans get the
very best out of their studies.

It is a wonderful example of
what can happen when the Vinnies
community comes together to help
those in need. Good luck to the
students with their studies.

“l used to study computer
science back home and loved
it, but I could never afford a
computer — I couldn’t even do
assignments.” Zainab

Thanks to you, volunteer members

like Gerry Crooks, Michael
Hollewand, Alison Stone and Sr
Eugennie Levinson, organised
laptops for Afghan students.
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hen we asked you to help
disadvantaged children
through our Children’s

Education Fund in the February
edition of Making a Difference,
you responded with extraordinary
kindness. You helped raise more
than $370,000! What a wonderful

achievement.

That helped provide stationery,
schoolbooks, uniforms and
computers — the essentials that kids
need to thrive at school and break
the cycle of poverty.

With the cost of living
continuing to increase for many
vulnerable families, your support
for the Fund remains as important
as ever — so no parent has to make
difficult decisions.
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FElizabeth and
“her children are
so grateful for
= your support.
“Thank you
~ufor helping
children.

For as little as $75, you can help fund a child’s stationery and

school resources.

Ray is looking to the future with hope

2021 was a bad year for Ray
after a messy marriage breakdown
saw him lose his home in the
settlement. After applying
unsuccessfully for more than
100 jobs, the 60-year-old had no

income and nowhere to live.

Then one day Ray saw an ad for
Skilling Queenslanders for Work, a

job-ready program run by Vinnies.
Case worker Katrina helped him
through the course, which he
successfully graduated with a
Certificate II in Retail.

Ray now has a job in his local
shopping centre and is hoping
to move into a retail role in the
future. Thanks to our many
supporters for helping make life-
changing programs like Skilling

Queenslanders for Work possible.

“Katrina helped me update
my resume, choose suitable
clothes for the job interviews
and also helped with the
paperwork of applying for
places to live.” Ray

Certificate ||f0 [ T

aprand MePherion

A Vinnies work fAirogram, made
possible by kind;supporters i
Tike you, helped Ray turn his =
life around.
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A warm, safe

place to sleep

After five years of sleeping rough, you helped Dave find a place to call home.

ave was faced with more
tragedy in a twelve-month

period than many of us will in a

lifetime. First, he lost his long term

girlfriend, weeks before they were set
to move into their new home. Then

within months he had lost both his
father and brother. Dave turned to
alcohol to cope with the heartbreak
and trauma, and his life quicky
unravelled.

Dave soon found himself with
nothing but the clothes he was
wearing, a backpack and a sleeping
bag. He spent the next five years
sleeping on the beach and taking
shelter in a cold public toilet when
it was raining. He lived in constant
fear, but thanks to your generosity
we were able to help him.

Dave'’s life turned around when
he met Vinnies Homelessness
Support Worker Sally. With your
kind support, Sally helped Dave
move into Rendu Lodge this April,
where the stability of a place to call
home is allowing him to put his life
back together.

Scan QR code to see more of
Dave’s inspiring story.
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The biggest CEO Sleepout

When Dave’s life unravelled,
your kindness helped him
find a place to call home.

This June, business and community leaders across Que
once again traded warm beds for cold ground in support of
the Vinnies 2022 CEO Sleepout. Sharing your passion and
commitment to our shared mission, they raised vital funds
to provide much-needed hope and support for those facmg
homelessness.

Just like you, they care for those less fortunate and. I
make a difference with their leadership. Thanks to kind-he
supporters like you, we raised over $2,000, 000 across th,__ state tc
assist vulnerable people in your commumty ; :

little bit of hope Dave, who became hom
losing three close family members withi

P \ nnies

Leah and Charlotte appreciate the
support of volunteer members
Frank and Narelle, whose work
would not be possible without you.

The life-changing power
of a safe, secure home

Leah is putting her life back together - and you are helping her do it.

ou might remember reading
Leah’s story in a letter we
sent you recently. She grew

up under the constant threat of
violence from her abusive father.

By 15 she was living in a youth
shelter. By 16, she was pregnant
with Charlotte.

But Leah’s life turned around

Thank you for your messages of hope and
support for Leah.
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when she connected with Vinnies
on a visit to a hospital mental
health unit. With your generous
support, our team arranged
accommodation in a Vinnies
domestic violence shelter, and
eventually a permanent home.

h and Charlotte.

building her confidence and getting
her life back on track. She’s even
commenced studying a Bachelor
of Social Work at university, so she
can one day help others who are
struggling.

Thank you for providing

With a safe and secure roof over  hope and a helping hand to
her and Charlotte’s heads, Leah is

Queenslanders like Leah.

Leave your message of cupport for (eah amd Charlstte.
(7 v Kb pdsy é;’Ali—"/z/?ix.

/’l/ 2 MO 4/@14, Sov e J[ /, Tt ol
IL""/L {c/ C«_au{ CI&CV{/AC—f » .

The
E_?/L_ Ad e éu(..-‘ydf_ f‘f”?‘uh/»‘v(iéy et
i, g it

7 //L:L—#l’\pc 5/\—?: [21{’,1‘7{{/ {/_.Q
St ot ast O

A~ C’LJ)L/-{@

‘ﬂ'y\cb
’fk— LA

/Lce/a/Jl{(
t‘@ J'.._.Cr»f,c./ xz._fts”u'é ~gF.

%uﬁ{ = i ’ -

J et

A Zr /)r.(’c'/—» L

Please retu i i
m with a personal message in qur reply paid envelope so we can pass it

SPRING 2022 1



cage of support for Leah and Charlotte Leave Jour message of suppoyt Eor

— SO it ekt
T laefe fo el qoc woadreadly Prescss eves g

Leah and Charlstte,

(eave your mes

PECoOME. oyewA
3( CaTY |

v (‘
& == Ins.cle . -
bu DLe=po e of U I e

e mi:)%-‘h You - o
(VA o=
Leave your message of s upport for Leah and Charfotte. Erowng : e

L . Aael W/%M/ Eﬁ | Wwhash all e bes} ‘Q/

bt & Yo
U
é’/‘ﬁ Pt 2 ,Cé‘,/M (Ao (Ao Please ret . Chnecre )

O ‘
urn with a personal nessage in oy reply paid envelope so we can p
ass it an

ah and Charlotte. Leave your mescage of support for (eah and Charlotte.

— illews s Cland
Qst wirkes  lovely L‘““Z‘ L Mfi}f/z; Lok b
Hope (iantey Caw b'ﬂf fi WTM’ 7,& A
FM«V, g 7 Supporl o | A o R el e
ke sighd o o T e e
Raad N heS 7.

Leave your mesSAge of support for Le

Thank you for sharing the gift of hope

with Leah through your kind messages.
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