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Reflecting on our founder
By Ashley Carvalho, Vice President – 
Youth, St Vincent de Paul Society National 
Council of Australia

Each year on 9 September, the worldwide 
Vincentian family marks the Feast of 
Blessed Frédéric Ozanam, the day after 
the anniversary of his death in Marseille in 
1853, aged just 40. It is a day for gratitude, 
for honouring youthful optimism, and for 
reflecting on just how young our founder was.

When Frédéric gathered a few friends in a 
Paris newspaper office on 23 April 1833, 
it was his twentieth birthday. He was a law 
student, rattled by a challenge thrown at 
him in a student debating society: “And you, who pride yourself on your 
Catholicity, what are you doing now for the poor? Show us your works”.

With him in the room were François Lallier, 19, Auguste Le Taillandier, 
Jules Devaux and Félix Clavé, aged 22, and Paul Lamache, eldest of 
the students, 23. Only Emmanuel Bailly, the newspaperman who lent 
them the room, was an older man, aged nearly 40.

Six students in their teens or early twenties. No funding, no premises, no 
strategy. What they had was a habit of turning up, and the sense to ask 
for help; Sister Rosalie Rendu, a Daughter of Charity, introduced them to 
the impoverished families they would visit. Their first act of charity was to 
carry what remained of their own winter firewood to a widow.

Someone asked them: “What can seven young men hope to achieve in 
alleviating the suffering of Paris?” 

Within a year there were 100 Members. The Society reached Australia 
by March 1854, beginning with one Conference in Melbourne; today 
more than 40,000 Members and volunteers continue Ozanam’s good 
works around Australia.

There is a reason Pope John Paul II beatified Frédéric at Notre-Dame 
in August 1997, in the midst of World Youth Day. It was to highlight the 
dynamism and empowerment of young people.

So this September, as well as asking “what would Frédéric do?”, let’s 
ask: “who are the twenty-year-olds among us now, and are we making 
space for them?”

Blessed Frédéric Ozanam, pray for us. n

Around the world, the  
St Vincent de Paul Society 
celebrates the Feast Day  
of Blessed Frédéric Ozanam 
on 9 September.
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weaker. In the words of Saint Vincent de Paul: “We must 
be full reservoirs in order to let our water spill out without 
becoming empty…”

We also agreed that servant leadership as the corporate 
world describes it omits our Vincentian motivation: the 
Gospel and the dignity of every person. And we came 
back, as we always do, to home visitation as the defining 
characteristic of the Society. The quality of our visits, and 
the spiritual life of our Conferences, is what everything else 
rests on.

Our review of The Vincentian Way was equally frank. It is 
a good guide that needs much wider promulgation, and 
several states and territories are already finding their own 
way into it, from formation modules in Western Australia 
to online sessions in Victoria. The clear message was 
that it should not simply be handed to Conferences as it 
is. It is a set of tools for spreading the message through 
our Members, volunteers and staff, and it needs good 
resources underpinning it. Some councils are building it 
into position descriptions and KPIs for CEOs and executive 
leaders, and I do not think we should be shy about that.

Vale, Tricia Wilden

We were shaken and saddened by the unexpected 
passing of Tricia Wilden, our Overseas Partnerships 
Program Director, on Friday 14 August. Tricia connected 
Australian Vincentians to our brothers and sisters across 
the region, and her work reached further than most of 
us will ever see. Please keep Tricia, her family and her 
colleagues in your prayers.

FROM THE NATIONAL PRESIDENT MARK GAETANI
National President

Spring is a season of new growth, and this issue’s theme 
of ‘Renewal and Reflection’ echoes what has been a full 
few months for the Society. It is a fitting moment for us to 
pause, reflect on where we have been, and ask what we 
are being called to become.

Nurturing social cohesion

In early August, Rose Beynon (National Director, Policy 
and Research) and I attended the Brisbane launch of the 
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference’s latest Social 
Justice Statement, where we had the chance to speak 
with Bishop Tim Harris and other Church leaders. The 
ACBC’s most recent statement, Living the Gospel in Times 
of Social Division, was released ahead of Social Justice 
Sunday on 30 August.

It deals with some difficult truths, including the Bondi 
Beach terror attack of December 2025, the rise in 
antisemitism, and the growth of Islamophobia and other 
forms of racism in our communities. What the bishops ask 
of us in response is not a program but an everyday way of 
being with people, which they call a culture of encounter. 
It means, in their words, “listening intently and not just 
hearing, not passing by, but stopping to engage with great 
compassion, not pity.”

I suspect that will sound familiar to most Vincentians, 
because it describes what we try to do on every home 
visitation and each encounter with every Companion.

Bishop Harris made the point that social cohesion cannot 
be taken for granted, and must be renewed through acts 
of solidarity, hospitality and mutual understanding. That 
word “renewed” matters; cohesion is something we have 
to keep choosing to build and must never take for granted. 
I commend the Bishops’ statement to every Vincentian.

Servant leadership and The Vincentian Way

National Council met in North Sydney on 1 and 2 August 
for our annual retreat, where we spent two days on servant 
leadership and a review of The Vincentian Way.

The conversation on servant leadership was honest, and 
we asked some hard questions of ourselves. Why is the 
Society struggling to fill leadership roles? How do we 
support Members who feel burnt out, and how do we stop 
burning them out in the first place? Are we gatekeepers or 
gate openers?

Two key ideas have stayed with me. The first is that 
leadership moves around. Sometimes we lead from in 
front, sometimes alongside, and sometimes from behind, 
letting people contribute from where they are. The 
second is a question I keep returning to: what about our 
own capacity to be served? Most of us are far better at 
giving help than accepting it, and I think that makes us 

Being better at both giving and receiving 

continued over page 

St Vincent de Paul 
Society National 
President Mark 
Gaetani (right) 
with Bishop Tim 
Harris at the 
launch of the 
latest Australian 
Catholic Bishops 
Conference Social 
Justice Statement 
in Brisbane in 
August. Photo: 
Rose Beynon. 
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Members of a global community

In June, Paul Trezise (International 
Territorial Vice President Oceania), 
Claire Victory (past National 
President) and I travelled to Lisbon 
for the Society of St Vincent de Paul 
General Assembly, which is held 
every three years. Beforehand, Paul 
brought together the Oceania region 
presidents or their proxies from Fiji, 
Vanuatu, Solomon Islands, Kiribati, 
Tonga, Samoa, New Zealand and 
Australia, with Council General 
International (CGI) Board and CGI’s 
Commission for International Aid 
and Development (CIAD) members 
present. Each country presented on 
the work of its national council, and 
those presentations lifted the profile 
of our island nations. My thanks to 
everyone involved.

I spoke to the Assembly twice:  
as Chair of Concordat, inviting  
all 155 member countries to join 
and support the international 
Society, and to present the 
CGI Strategic Plan for 2026 
to 2029. Claire presented on 
safeguarding and environmental 
protection, drawing on Laudato 
Si’. She wrote CGI’s first global 
safeguarding policy some years 
ago, and Australia’s contribution 
internationally is significant.

The Assembly finished the way it 
always does when Oceania is in the 
room, with Semesa Vilise and Julian 
Ketei leading the traditional farewell 
song, Isa Lei. Paul and I joined in. 
I’m told our contribution was hard 
to hear, which was probably for  
the best.

As Christians, prayer and reflection 
sustain us and, at times, nudge 
us into action. The bishops 
are asking us to nurture social 
cohesion through everyday acts 
of compassion and hospitality. 
Our leaders’ retreat asked us 
to reflect on how we lead and 
support one another right across 
our organisation. These things 
only happen because Vincentians 
decide to do them, one Good 
Works at a time. 

Thank you for all you do. n

SPIRITUAL REFLECTION

Renewal in the Spirit of our Founders

As Spring arrives it brings with it signs of new life, it calls us to renewal 
and refocusing. This call arrives for us in the month that we celebrate two 
of our main models, Blessed Frédéric Ozanam and Saint Vincent de Paul.

Saint Vincent de Paul is sometimes described as a mystic of charity, 
which describes the way he was someone who united prayer and 
action. He was always concerned with ensuring a balance between 
prayer and reflection, and action. He told the Daughters of Charity that if 
they were called away from prayer that they were leaving God for God, 
because they would find God in every person they served. However, 
he also called his followers to ground their service with times of prayer. 
Vincent wrote to his confreres: 

“After that word ‘seek’ comes ‘first,’ that is, seek the kingdom of God 
before all else. ‘But, Monsieur, there are so many things to do, so 
many house duties, so many ministries in town and country; there’s 
work everywhere; must we, then, leave all that to think only of God?’ 
No, but we have to sanctify those activities by seeking God in them, 
and do them in order to find Him in them rather than to see that they 
get done. Our Lord wills that we seek above all His glory, His kingdom, 
and His justice.” (CCD XII p111-112)

We can draw on this example of Vincent to renew our work for charity 
and justice but also to take time for our own renewal and nourishment 
so that we can continue to serve and grow.

Blessed Frédéric wrote about the Society:

It is important then to form an association of mutual encouragement 
for young Catholic people where one finds friendship, support, and 
example; where one finds again, so to speak, a likeness of the religious 
family in which he had been nurtured, where the elders receive the 
new pilgrims from a province and give them a bit of moral hospitality. 
But the strongest tie, the principle of a true friendship, is charity, and 
charity could not exist in the hearts of many without sweetening itself 
from outside. It is a fire that dies without being fed, and good works 
are the food of charity. So, it is in our own interest first of all that our 
association has been established, and if we assemble under the roof of 
the poor, it is at least equally for them as for ourselves, so as to become 
progressively better friends. (A Life in Letters p55)

This description of the Society reminds us that the development of 
community in our Conferences supports the charity with which we care 
for people in need. We read in The Rule today the following words which 
echo those of Blessed Frédéric:

1.2 The Vincentian Vocation

The vocation of the Society’s Members, who are called Vincentians, is to 
follow Christ through service to those in need and so bear witness to His 
compassionate and liberating love. Members show their commitment 
through person-to-person contact. Vincentians serve in hope.

Let us take this time to renew ourselves and continue to grow in love 
and service. n

SISTER THERESE HAYWOOD D.C.
Spiritual Advisor
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FROM THE CEO TOBY oCONNOR
Chief Executive Officer

The theme of this edition of The Record, ‘Renewal and 
Reflection’, is most apt, given the Society in Australia 
has just launched the 8th edition of The Rule. Renewing 
the Society’s core governance document required a long 
period of significant reflection and discernment.

The renewal of Part III of The Rule involved four years 
of consultation, reflection and discernment with Society 
Members, Councils and executive employees. The Rule 
Review Drafting Group championed this work throughout 
and is now assisting with amendments to The Procedures. 
The amendments were socialised across Councils, related 
legal entities and executive employees, and through 
online town hall sessions in the first half of 2026, so that 
Members were fully informed of revised and new Articles.

These local and international amendments remind us of 
the ongoing obligation on Councils to continually strive for 
renewal, so the Society always remains agile in responding 
to changing conditions.

In June this year, the General Assembly approved 
amendments to some Articles in Part II of The Rule. These 
revisions concern how the confederation governs itself, 
and have been incorporated into the 8th edition. Printed 
copies of the revised document have been forwarded to 
State and Territory Council offices. The online version is 
available at vinnies.link/the-rule.

Along these lines, I draw Members’ attention to the notice 
of the forthcoming election of the 19th President of National 
Council. The term of our current National President, Mark 
Gaetani, concludes in March 2027. The new practice 
of electing incoming presidents in a way that allows a 
timely transition and induction demonstrates the Society’s 
commitment to contemporary good governance. It also 
provides continuity for the Society’s Stewards, our Members 
and the many activities Councils are engaged in. Councils 
are now dealing with large and sometimes complex 
strategic matters, some with long-term implications.

One area of National Council’s core business is advocacy 
at the federal level. I am pleased to report on advocacy 
activities in recent months, some of which have involved 
partnering with other not-for-profit organisations at 
Parliament House.

We joined forces with The Salvation Army, UnitingCare 
Australia (Wesley Mission) and Anglicare Australia to call 
for stronger gambling reforms. This coalition met with 
Members of Parliament and Senators. Volunteers and 
employees who work at the coalface gave stark accounts 
of the harms caused by unfettered gambling practices that 
have been allowed to grow unchecked. While the revised 
Bill is not as strong as we would have liked, improvements 

include bans on inducements and wagering advertising 
during live sports coverage, as well as requirements for 
online services to prevent restricted users, including under-
18s, from receiving advertising.

Representing the Society as a member of the Stronger 
Charities Alliance, our National Director, Policy and 
Research, Rose Beynon, and I met with Members  
of Parliament and Assistant Minister Andrew Leigh to  
call for legislation protecting the right of charities to 
advocate without fear of having government grants 
threatened. We are aware that governments in  
Queensland and the Northern Territory have begun  
to threaten not-for-profits when they speak out against 
social policy directions that threaten the wellbeing of 
people surviving tough circumstances.

Ahead of the 2022 Federal Election, the Labor Party 
committed to legislation safeguarding charities from 
reprisals when governments do not like to hear 
commentary on their policies or practices. That 
commitment was restated in the Not-for-profit Sector 
Development Blueprint (2024). The Stronger Charities 
Alliance, made up of more than 170 charities, is still waiting 
for the Albanese Government to introduce this legislation in 
Parliament. Our concern is growing that the commitment 
continues “to be kicked down the road”, given we are 
midway through the Government’s second term.

The Society attended the delivery of a petition containing 
50,000+ signatures supporting calls for a federal Human 
Rights Act. We also attended the first joint event of the 
Parliamentary Friends of Housing and Parliamentary 
Friends of Mental Health, to discuss the plight of people 
who are homeless and living with mental ill-health.

Most recently, I wrote to all Parliamentarians on behalf of 
National Council, raising concerns about rumoured policy 
changes that would remove work rights for people seeking 
asylum. Policymakers must change the system so it 
supports rather than harms people, and does not shift the 
cost burden onto overstretched charities already struggling 
to provide the financial and social support people need to 
live a decent life in Australia.

National Council’s advocacy brings the voice of our 
Companions to the corridors of Parliament, where we have 
the opportunity to remind those who make our laws that we 
need to do better. Wherever we can, we are accompanied 
by one or more of our Members, who offer powerful 
first-hand reflections on the devastating effects of poverty on 
individuals, families, communities and our nation.

Together, we strive to renew local communities by working 
for a fairer, more just and compassionate Australia. n

Reflection, renewal and the road ahead
“Faithful to the spirit of its founders, the Society constantly 
strives for renewal, adapting to changing world conditions.”

– The Rule, Part I, Article 1.6
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MEMBERSHIP

In August, I had the privilege of supporting the Society of 
St Vincent de Paul USA at its 2026 Vision Congress, which 
is a significant national gathering shaped by listening, 
discernment and a shared desire to renew the Society for 
the United States.

For me, the Congress has been particularly meaningful 
because it was inspired by the Australian Society’s own 
Congress process in 2023 which I had the privilege of 
supporting. It is also a reminder that while each National 
Council has its own context, challenges and opportunities, 
we do not undertake this work alone. The Society is a 
global network of charity, bound together by the same 
Vincentian spirit, the same Part I and Part II of The Rule 
and the same commitment to walk alongside people 
experiencing hardship.

The US Vision Congress emerged from a national listening 
process involving Members, staff and volunteers. It sought 
to ensure that every voice could contribute to the future 
of the Society. The conversations identified major themes 
around home visitation and service delivery; spirituality  
and core values; membership and recruitment; 
organisational structure and governance; and brand 
awareness and outreach.

Renewal and Reflection: A Global Conversation

These areas will be familiar to Vincentians in Australia. 
They are the same questions many of our Conferences 
are asking: How do we remain faithful to our Mission 
while responding well to the changing needs of our 
communities? How do we welcome and form new 
Members? How do we ensure that our structures 
strengthen rather than burden our service? How can we 
better tell the story of the Society and invite others into it? 

There is great value in this mutual sharing between 
countries. Australia’s Congress may have offered 
inspiration to colleagues in the USA, but their  
experience now offers learning, encouragement  
and challenge back to us. Each conversation  
strengthens the wider Vincentian family.

The same is true locally. Our Conferences serve different 
communities and operate in different circumstances, but 
we have far more in common than divides us. We share 
a call to friendship, prayer and service; a desire to offer 
practical assistance with compassion and respect; and a 
belief that every person deserves dignity and hope.

Renewal begins when we listen to one another. Reflection 
becomes meaningful when it leads us to learn, adapt and 
act – together. n

BY CASSANDRA BULL
National Manager, Membership, Mission & Youth

The eighth edition of ‘The 
Rule’ including revisions to 
Part II and Part III Articles, 
and new Procedures and 
appendices, are now  
available online. Printed 
copies will also be distributed 
shortly via your State and 
Territory Council office. 

To view the online 
versions, visit  
vinnies.link/the-rule  
or scan the QR code.
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ADVANCE NOTICE 
ELECTION OF 19th NATIONAL PRESIDENT

Mr Mark Gaetani, the 18th National President of St Vincent de Paul Society in Australia, has announced 
his intention for an election of the 19th National President to take place on Saturday 7 November 2026. 
(The Rule Part III, Article 24)

The term of the 18th National President concludes in March 2027.

The election of an incoming National President in November 2026 will allow an orderly transition  
to occur which does not interrupt the good works being undertaken by National Council in line  
with its 2023-2027 Strategic Plan.

Two Returning Officers will oversee a Candidate’s nomination information and the election processes.

Candidates are advised to read both these documents before submitting their documentation which 
ought include a succinct written overview of their alignment/understanding of how they would lead 
the Society in Australia in accordance with the Vincentian Way during their term as National President.

The Returning Officers will notify State and Territory Councils of the call for nominations for the 
position of National President and will request State and Territory Councils to pass the information  
on to Members in their jurisdictions.

An announcement of the incoming National President will follow the National Council meeting in 
November 2026.

Enquiries to National Council Secretary 
nationalsecretary@svdp.org.au

Week of 
20 September 2026

Call for Nominations. Potential nominees are to contact the National Council 
Secretariate and the CEO will forward the Nomination and Acceptance Form and other 
applicable information necessary to make decisions about their potential candidacy.

Nominees notify the National Council Secretary of their candidacy and provide their 
information including a completed Nomination and Acceptance Form. The National 
Council Secretary will present Candidate information to the Returning Officers.

Friday 
16 October 2026

After checking each Candidate’s information is in order, the Returning Officers  
forward each Candidate’s information to members of National Council.

Monday 
19 October 2026

Election of the 19th National President.Saturday 
7 November 2026

THE TIMING IS AS FOLLOWS:

1.	 Procedures for Electing the President of St Vincent de Paul Society National Council of Australia 
approved by the National President and National Council – includes the selection criteria. 
(The Rule Part III, Procedure 24 and Appendix T)

2.	 Australia’s 19th National President Background Information Prepared for Candidates Intending 
to Stand for Election which is a comprehensive and contemporary summary of the functions and 
duties carried out by the National President.

THE NATIONAL COUNCIL SECRETARIATE WILL PROVIDE CANDIDATES WITH TWO DOCUMENTS:



Tribute to Tricia Wilden

OBITUARY

In August, we were greatly saddened by the sudden  
death of our colleague and friend, Tricia Wilden. It is a  
great privilege for me to be invited to write a few words 
about Tricia.

When speaking about a member of the St Vincent de Paul 
Society, there is no greater tribute than to recognise a 
person as a servant leader. As a staff member supporting 
the Overseas Partnerships Program Standing Committee 
(OPPSC), Tricia was, without contradiction, both a true 
Vincentian and a professional manager serving the needs 
of the volunteers on the committee.

She was generous with her time, especially in relation 
to supporting meetings which were held out of normal 
working hours. Her expertise in all things related to our 
overseas work was invaluable. For me personally, she 
was always available and returned phone calls within 
a very short time, no matter how busy her day. She 
sought my advice and respectfully pursued any issues 
until we reached a consensus. Not a bad achievement! 
I was always fully informed and prepared for my role. 
She was indispensable to me. Tricia was regarded with 
great respect and warmth by our overseas counterparts. 
She instinctively knew the best way to foster a positive 
relationship with everyone.

Always full of surprises, she revealed during our recent 
trip to Vanuatu that she had lived and worked there for a 
considerable time. No wonder we were able to have such 
a productive visit.

In her role, she was the consummate professional. 
Meticulous in planning, thorough with documentation, 
sharing an achievable vision, and above all, the ability to 
take people along with her. Her CEO trusted her implicitly 
and her colleagues were always fully supported.

In the few short years in her role, Tricia managed to tighten 
up so many areas and to record the changes for the future. 
Our Twinning relationships benefited from greatly improved 
communications between our overseas partners and our 
Australian Twins. This was never easy.

In addressing the problem of getting money into a 
couple of countries where the regulations were quite 
demanding, she persevered, always keeping in mind that 
the Conferences in those countries really depended on 
what we were able to send them. At the end of the day, 
the people they assisted were the grateful recipients of 
this hard work. In particular, Tricia showed great empathy 
for the Vincentian members in India who, with limited 
resources, were struggling to meet the highly demanding 

regulations put in place by the Indian Government for 
money coming into the country.

Her standards were high, and the outcome was that our 
overseas partnerships were always conducted with the 
highest rigour. Electronic meetings are a two-edged sword. 
On the one hand they make communication much easier 
and less expensive, enabling more frequent contact. On 
the other hand, they raise expectations and place more 
demands on everyone’s time. Tricia utilised these meetings 
to great effect, both within Australia and with our overseas 
counterparts.

If you are getting the impression that Tricia was an amazing 
and invaluable member of our team, you are perfectly 
correct. We will struggle to find a replacement of such a 
high calibre, but we can be reassured that there are so 
many things in place to guide us in the future, that we 
will never lose direction. This is particularly true of our 
promotion of the St Vincent de Paul Society in Oceania.

Goodbye to a beloved friend and colleague. 

Rest in peace, Tricia. n

Tricia Wilden, who was Overseas Partnerships Program Director 
at the National Council Secretariate in Canberra, is remembered 
as a servant leader, and a highly respected and beloved colleague 
and friend to many in Australia and around the world.

Tricia Wilden (front row, left) with Members and staff from across 
the country and international guests at the Overseas Partnerships 
Program National Network’s in-person meeting in Sydney in March. 
Photos: Fletcher Ruddick, Vision House Creative.

BY KEVIN McMAHON
Chair, Overseas Partnerships Program  
Standing Committee
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Society 
welcomes 
positive audit 
findings

SAFEGUARDING

In March this year, the St Vincent de Paul Society 
National Council of Australia underwent a significant 
safeguarding audit. The positive audit findings, 
released on 30 June, are a powerful affirmation of 
the Society’s commitment to safeguarding. They 
also reflect the dedication of National Council and its 
Secretariate in supporting and upholding the dignity of 
others.

The audit was conducted by Australian Catholic 
Safeguarding Limited (ACSL) and assessed the 
activities of National Council against the 10 National 
Catholic Safeguarding Standards. The Standards are 
interrelated and offer a dynamic framework for the 
continuous improvement of safeguarding practice, 
capability and culture. The Society in Australia agreed 
to adopt the Standards back in 2020 and National 
Council, along with State and Territory Councils 
(and each of their related bodies corporate), are 
progressively implementing the Standards.

As the stewards for the Society’s mission in Australia, 
National Council plays a pivotal leadership role in 
promoting and supporting the Society’s safeguarding 
culture. National Council is regarded as the “Church 
Authority” for safeguarding matters which covers all 
the Society’s activities across Australia. The audit 
found that National Council had demonstrated a 
high level of maturity against the Standards, having 
successfully implemented and embedded a culture of 
safeguarding throughout the Society in Australia. Of 
the 70 performance indicators assessed during the 
audit, National Council demonstrated that 69 (99%) of 
these were developed and embedded or substantially 
progressed.

National President Mark Gaetani welcomed the audit 
outcome, saying that the Society across Australia 
has worked hard to introduce the National Catholic 
Safeguarding Standards for all of its activities:

“National Council, acting as the Church Authority on 
safeguarding matters, is pleased to have received a 
positive report of the recent external audit conducted by 
ACSL. We look forward to a continuing strong working 
relationship with ACSL.”

- Mark Gaetani, National President

Importantly, the audit also identified areas for further 
improvement to National Council’s safeguarding 
governance, policy and risk management practice. 
National Council has begun actioning these 
recommendations and further engagement activities are 
planned over the next six months, specifically to identify 
ways of better supporting the Society’s Members and 
volunteers involved in home and centre-based visitation 
with Society Companions.

Although there is more work to be done, in many ways 
the positive audit results reflect the sustained efforts of 
all Society Members, volunteers and employees who 
are committed to protecting the safety and wellbeing of 
children and adults at risk. 

Safeguarding has always been at the heart of the 
Society’s mission. Stretching back to the early work of 
the Society’s founder, Frédéric Ozanam, in Paris in 1833, 
the principles of human dignity and common good have 
underpinned the Society’s “good works”. All these years 
later, on any given day, Members, volunteers and staff 
across Australia are out in their communities, sleeves 
rolled up, working alongside people who are experiencing 
hardship and isolation. It is only through the Society’s 
people that safeguarding becomes a lived expression of 
the Society’s values. n

The Society is exploring ways of better supporting Members 
and volunteers involved in home and centre-based visitation 
with Companions.BY KERRY MULLIGAN

National Manager Safeguarding

For more information, read the ACSL 
media release on its findings at  
vinnies.link/acsl-media-release or find  
the full report at vinnies.link/acsl-report
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ADVOCACY

Society keeps pressing for reform

Recent meetings at Parliament House, collaborative 
campaigns and policy submissions show how the  
Society is translating frontline experience into practical 
national advocacy.

Over the past two months, the St Vincent de Paul Society 
National Council has taken its advocacy directly to 
decision-makers at Parliament House, working with other 
community organisations to press for practical reforms and 
ensure the experience of people facing disadvantage is 
heard in national policy debates.

One of the clearest examples was the campaign for 
stronger gambling reform. The Society joined The Salvation 
Army, UnitingCare Australia, Wesley Mission and Anglicare 
Australia in meeting 18 MPs and Senators. Those 
conversations were reinforced by the Society’s submission 
on the Government’s gambling reform Bill, which drew 
on what Members and staff see firsthand: gambling harm 
can leave households without enough money for food, 
rent and essential bills. The submission called for stronger 
protection of children and young people, a comprehensive 
phase-out of gambling advertising, a ban on inducements 
and a national public health response to gambling harm.

The revised Bill did not go as far as the Society and 
its partners had sought, but the collective advocacy 
contributed to important improvements. These included 
bans on inducements and wagering advertising during 
live sports coverage, together with requirements for online 
services to prevent restricted users, including people under 
18, from receiving gambling advertising. The outcome 
demonstrates that sustained, coordinated advocacy can 
improve legislation, even where further reform remains 
necessary.

The Society’s work at Parliament House extended beyond 
gambling. As part of the Stronger Charities Alliance, 
representatives met with four parliamentarians and 
Assistant Minister Andrew Leigh to continue the long-
running campaign for legislation protecting the right of 
charities to advocate. 

The Society also supported the presentation of a 
50,000-signature petition calling for a federal Human 
Rights Act and joined more than 100 civil society 
organisations in a media statement backing nationally 
consistent and enforceable human rights protections.

Housing and homelessness also remained firmly on 
the parliamentary agenda. At the first joint meeting of 
Parliamentary Friends of Housing and of Mental Health, 
the Society helped draw attention to the experiences of 

BY MIRIELLE AUGUSTIN
Policy and Advocacy, National Council Secretariate

people facing both homelessness and mental ill-health, 
and to the need for housing, health and social supports to 
work together. Brendan Podbury, the Society’s Victorian 
State President, also met with Member for Deakin Matt 
Gregg MP to discuss pressures within the electorate and 
the wider federal priorities set out in Towards a Just and 
Compassionate Australia.

Direct parliamentary engagement is only one part of the 
Society’s advocacy. Recent submissions have enabled 
the National Council to provide detailed recommendations 
on the systems that shape people’s everyday lives. In 
responding to proposed employment services reforms, 
the Society argued for a more humane and accountable 
system that ends automated payment suspensions, 
strengthens public oversight and is designed with people 
who have lived experience. It also reiterated the need to 
raise JobSeeker to 90 per cent of the Age Pension so that 
people are not left destitute while looking for work.

That emphasis on dignity and responsive services also 
informed the Society’s feedback on the Department of 
Social Services’ proposed relational contracting model. 
The move towards a more collaborative relationship 
between government and community organisations 
was welcomed, but the Society stressed that genuine 
partnership requires transparent decisions, timely 
responses, less red tape and sufficient flexibility to respond 
quickly during disasters and other emergencies.

The Society also contributed to debates about fair taxation 
and essential services. Its Treasury submission supported 
reforms requiring discretionary trusts to pay their fair share, 
while recommending that donations to Deductible Gift 
Recipients (DGRs) remain protected so the changes do 
not discourage charitable giving or reduce the amounts 
that DGRs receive. 

In Victoria, the Society supported continued independent 
regulation of energy and water services while calling for 
an approach that balances affordability and consumer 
protection with the investment and innovation required to 
maintain reliable services over the long term.

Together, these activities demonstrate advocacy in 
action: translating the experiences of Vincentians and the 
people they assist into evidence-based policy, working 
collaboratively with others and bringing the Society’s voice 
directly to those responsible for shaping Australia’s laws 
and services. n

To read more about the 
Society’s policy papers, 
submissions and more, 
scan the QR code or visit 
vinnies.link/submissions
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Strong support for 
Australian Human 
Rights Act

The St Vincent de Paul Society was at Australian Parliament House 
recently to witness the handover of a 50,000-strong petition in 
support of a federal Human Rights Act. Photo: HRLC

The St Vincent de Paul Society was at Australian 
Parliament House in August as more than 50,000 
Australians called on the Federal Government to put 
human rights at the heart of the nation’s laws.

On Thursday 20 August, the Human Rights Law 
Centre (HRLC) and Amnesty International Australia 
delivered a petition of 50,053 signatures to a cross-
section of Labor, Greens and independent MPs and 
senators in Canberra. The Society was among the 
184 organisations backing the Human Rights Act 
Campaign, and joined others on the day to see the 
petition handed over.

The Society supports the HRLC’s campaign for a 
federal Human Rights Act largely because Australia’s 
current legislative approach to human rights is 
piecemeal. A federal Human Rights Act would provide 
consistency and protect fundamental rights, including 
housing, healthcare, education and economic security, 
that are essential to people thriving. It would also hold 
Government to account by ensuring human rights are 
considered in all laws, decisions and services.

“A federal Human Rights Act would put people front 

and centre in the services and support systems in our 
country,” said National Council CEO Toby oConnor. “It 
would help ensure that all of us are treated equally and 
able to access what we need, when we need it, to live a 
decent life.”

The MPs and senators who received the petition 
committed to raising a Human Rights Act in Parliament 
and with the Albanese Government.

For the Society, the case is straightforward: fundamental 
human rights protected in law are rights people can rely on 
when they need help most. n

The Society is a supporter of the Stronger Charities Alliance 
and its campaign to legislate to protect charities’ right to 
advocate in line with their charitable purpose. 

Why is this important?

Under previous governments, attempts have been made to 
stymie this right, through gag clauses in Commonwealth grant 
agreements and proposed changes to Australian Charities 
and Not-for-profits Commission (ACNC) rules. Legislation 
would protect this right, which is important to the Society as 
advocacy has been a core value since our foundation in 1833.

In the week of 17-21 August, representatives of the Society 
met with Assistant Minister Andrew Leigh, Labor MPs Sarah 
Witty, Tony Zappia and Joanne Ryan, and Independent MP 
Andrew Wilkie, to advocate for a Bill to be introduced to 
Parliament without delay.

To read our National President Mark Gaetani’s  
op-ed published by Pearls and Irritations in July,  
visit vinnies.link/pi-reform. n

Charities unite to protect advocacy

Assistant Minister for Charities, Andrew Leigh MP (centre), 
meets with Hassan Mirbahar, Stronger Charities Alliance, 
Saffron Zomer, Australian Democracy Network, Maiy Azize, 
Anglicare Australia, and Toby oConnor, St Vincent de Paul 
Society National Council, at Parliament House in Canberra in 
August. Photo: Stronger Charities Alliance.
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STATES & TERRITORIES

Inside the Matthew Talbot 
Hostel Kitchen

New Drop-In Centre opens in Young

It’s approaching midday on a Friday at the Matthew Talbot 
Hostel. More than 100 men are eagerly lining up to eat 
lunch in the dining hall, greeted by the inviting aromas 
floating in from the kitchen. For some of the men, this 
lunch will mark the first time they’ve eaten in days.

“It’s our busiest weekday for lunch because we do fish and 
chips. It’s very popular,” says Mohammed Ifraan, Catering 
Coordinator at the Matthew Talbot Hostel. 

The hostel has long been a refuge for thousands of men 
experiencing homelessness in the inner city of Sydney. 
Located in Woolloomooloo, just a few streets over 
from homes priced well above $1 million, the service 
offers a range of crisis and long-term support including 
accommodation, healthcare and case management. It also 
offers immediate aid daily through the provision of sit-down 
– breakfast, lunch and dinner – and takeaway meals. 

“We operate seven days a week, 365 days a year. Our 
breakfast and lunch are open to all. Dinner is for residents 
who live here and we also provide takeaway sandwiches 
or hot meals,” says Mohammed. 

Around 350 meals are served each day at the Matthew 
Talbot Hostel, totalling more than 127,000 each year. 

Running a service catering for such a high demand each 
day is a big operation, made possible through a dedicated 
team of staff and volunteers. 

The kitchen menus are set weekly with different meats 
rotated based on availability and stock. The weekly Sunday 
roast is one of the best attended meals with residents 
looking forward to a hearty serving of chicken, beef, pork 
and the occasional lamb.

The St Vincent de Paul Society operates Drop-In 
Centres across Australia, providing welcoming 
community spaces where people can access practical 
support, connection and a safe place to spend time. 

These centres offer shower facilities, simple meals, hot 
drinks, ready-to-heat meals and referrals to other local 
services, as well as opportunities to relax, watch TV, 
play games or just connect with others in a supportive 
environment.

During National Homelessness Week, 3-9 August, the 
Society opened a new Vinnies Drop-In Centre in the 
NSW Hilltops town of Young, operated by St Vincent de 
Paul Society Canberra/Goulburn. 

Mohammed 
Ifraan, Catering 
Coordinator at 
the Matthew 
Talbot Hostel. 
Photo courtesy 
St Vincent de 
Paul Society 
NSW.

Another important factor taken into consideration is 
nutrition. The cost of nutrient-rich foods, such as fruits and 
vegetables, is often prohibitive for people on low incomes, 
insecure housing and facing food insecurity.   

“Many of the people we assist miss out on their daily meals 
and the nutrition that they need. We’re able to provide a 
nutritious and delicious meal that keeps them happy and 
coming back,” says Mohammed.

The generosity of donors, corporate partners and 
sponsors also allows the Matthew Talbot Hostel to host 
a barbecue each month on the rooftop garden, attracting 
upwards of 200 people, including attendees from the 
adjoining Ozanam Learning Centre, to share in a meal with 
dessert. 

For Mohammed, who previously worked as a cook and 
chef de partie, the experience of serving clients is one of 
the most fulfilling parts of the role. 

“The clients that we get are vulnerable, they miss out on so 
much in their daily life,” he says. “I love serving the clients.” 

At the hostel, time doesn’t stand still. Soon, it’s Friday 
again and the clock strikes 12. The sound of the roller 
shutter on the kitchen kiosk opening draws everyone’s 
attention. The first batch of fish and chips is up and so are 
the spirits of the men ready to dig in. n

To discover more about the Society’s Good Works in NSW,  
visit vinnies.link/nsw-news

The centre was officially launched on Thursday 
6 August, 11am–1pm, with a free community event 
where locals toured the space, enjoyed a barbecue 
lunch and learned more about the support 
available.

Thanks to generous donations, the Society is able 
to keep our doors open, to offer practical care, and 
to create a place where everyone is welcomed with 
dignity and respect. n

To find the closest Drop-In Centre near you, please call 
13 18 12 or visit vinnies.org.au.
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Wedding Pop-Up a 
runaway success

More than 700 customers attended Vinnies Victoria’s first Wedding 
Pop-Up on 20-23 August. Photo courtesy of Vinnies Victoria.

When Vinnies Victoria opened the doors on its first ever 
Wedding Pop-Up at The District Docklands in August, staff 
and volunteers were met with a queue 100 metres long. 
Shoppers had started lining up hours before opening time, 
some clutching Pinterest boards and mood boards, all 
hoping to find their dress before the doors even opened.

By the time the four-day event wrapped up, the numbers 
told their own story. More than 300 new-with-tags 
wedding gowns, alongside racks of vintage and pre-loved 
dresses, suits, bridesmaid dresses, accessories and décor, 
drew 720 customers through the doors, who between 
them purchased 1,868 items.

The pop-up ran from Thursday 20 to Sunday 23 August, 
filling a temporary retail space at Docklands with everything 
a couple might need to plan a wedding on a budget. 
Grooms could shop suiting and menswear, bridesmaids 
and flower girls could find their outfits, and guests could 
browse shoes, veils and finishing touches alongside the 
brides to be. A line-up of wedding vendors, including 
photographers and wedding planners, was also on hand 
to offer advice.

The idea behind the pop-up is a simple one. With research 
showing the average Australian wedding now costs more 
than $38,000, many couples are looking for ways to plan 
the day they want without the price tag that usually comes 
with it. A pre-loved or new-with-tags gown offers a way 

to do that, while also giving a beautiful dress a second 
chance at a walk down the aisle rather than a single wear 
and a lifetime in storage.

For Vinnies Victoria, the event carried a second purpose 
that sat alongside the sustainability message. Every dollar 
spent at the pop-up goes directly towards programs 
supporting people experiencing or at risk of homelessness, 
housing insecurity and financial hardship across Victoria. 

Given the response, Vinnies Victoria is already looking at 
what a future wedding pop-up could look like and how the 
model might translate to other parts of the state. For an 
organisation built on turning donated goods into support 
for the community, a queue stretching 100 metres down 
a Docklands street is proof that good causes and good 
value can bring people together in unexpected ways. n

To read more about the Society’s Good Works in Victoria,  
visit vinnies.link/vic-news

Kylan Beech is a man who understands the value of time. This young South 
Australian manages corporate car sales at Maughan Thiem in Adelaide, runs his 
own telecommunications business, presides over his local cricket club, umpires 
SANFL matches and produces and presents the Saturday sports show on 
Adelaide’s LifeFM. Yet he still makes room for the St Vincent de Paul Society, 
serving as a Lockleys Conference Member and, more recently, Regional 
President for Adelaide’s Western Region.

Although Kylan is a person of faith, what drew him in wasn’t religion, but the 
breadth of the Society’s services. “The best part about Vinnies is that we are 
there before people get to the streets, we’re there when they are on the streets, 
and we’re there after they have been on the streets,” he says.

Kylan learned young not to judge a book by its cover. His first assistance visit 
as a teenager took him just three streets from his family home. Through home 
visits he now meets former professionals and families upended by injury or 
relationship breakdown; proof, he says, that hard times can happen to anyone.

He’s convinced Vinnies is a natural fit for young people, with a niche for almost 
every interest. n

Read the full story online at vinnies.link/every-second

Making every second count

Kylan Beech believes the St Vincent de 
Paul Society is a natural fit for young 
people like him. Photo: St Vincent de 
Paul Society SA
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OCEANIA

Strong Oceania 
presence at General 
Assembly

Lisbon was the beautiful setting for the 2026 General 
Assembly of the International Society of St Vincent de 
Paul (SSVP) from 15-19 June. I attended in my role as 
International Territorial Vice President for Oceania, along 
with the presidents or their delegates from eight of the 11 
Oceania countries – Vanuatu, Solomon Islands, Fiji, Kiribati, 
Tonga, Samoa, New Zealand and Australia. Nearly 100 
countries from the global Vincentian “network of charity” 
participated, although sadly a further 30 countries were 
unable to participate due to inability to obtain visas.

General Assemblies have previously been held once every 
six years, but this was the first one to be held on the new 
three-yearly cycle. Consequently, it didn’t coincide with the 
election of a new President General and this provided more 
time for the consideration of other matters.

We had planned a meeting of our Oceania partners 
immediately prior to the General Assembly. After 
attending 9am Sunday Mass at the nearby St John of 
God Church we got down to business back at the hotel. 
To complement the meeting held earlier in the year in 
Auckland, the agenda for this meeting mainly comprised 
presentations about the state of the Society in Oceania 
countries, including strengths and challenges. Four 
members of the international board attended the meeting 
as observers, as well as my Vice President Julio de Lima. I 
think the presentations would have stimulated their interest 
in replicating the Oceania Partnerships model in other parts 
of the world. Our meeting concluded with a presentation 
by Australian President Mark Gaetani on the Oceania 
Strategic Plan and a discussion on metrics.

The following day I attended a meeting of my  
colleagues from the 12 other territories, while most  
of the Oceania representatives went on a moving 
pilgrimage to nearby Fatima.

The General Assembly proper began next day and 
featured an excellent keynote presentation by USA 
president John Berry, titled ‘Rooted in Love, Delivering 
Hope’. It focused on the Vincentian calling and mission 
as it applies to Conferences today. Simultaneous 
interpretation into the five official SSVP languages of 
French, Spanish, Portuguese, Italian and English  
ensured everyone could follow the proceedings. 

The major part of the day focused on the proposed 
changes to Part II of The Rule, with discussion led by Ralph 

Middlecamp, the Chair of the Statutes Committee. Following 
lively discussion on some aspects, all the proposed changes 
were passed by the required two-thirds majority.

Progress on the cause for the canonisation of Blessed 
Frédéric Ozanam was discussed. There has been 
a significant setback given that the Vatican panel of 
experts has rejected the second miracle attributed to 
the intercession of Blessed Frédéric. The assessment 
of canonisation causes is getting tougher, particularly 
as medical science advances and it becomes harder to 
categorise miraculous events as inexplicable.

There were many interesting presentations on day 
2 covering diverse topics such as the history of the 
relationship between the Church and the Society, youth, 
communications and Famvin. Sr Luz Ramirez, Vice 
President for Formation and Training, presented on the 
SSVP strategy which includes a focus on training for  
leaders and use of information and communication 
technologies for formation and training purposes. 

Day 3 began with an excellent presentation from 
Australian Claire Victory on the SSVP Safeguarding 
framework. This was followed by another presentation 
by Ralph Middlecamp foreshadowing possible changes 
to the Statutes that his committee might look at prior to 
the next General Assembly. In the afternoon our hosts 
provided a fascinating tour of Lisbon. It was a great relief 
to get outside and enjoy the beautiful weather. The day 
concluded with a gala dinner at the hotel complete with 
traditional Fado music accompaniment.

The following morning Claire presented on Environmental 
Care and Protection and Mark presented on the SSVP 
global Strategic Plan. The Oceania Group displayed their 
renowned singing talents by bringing the meeting to a close 
with a beautiful rendition of the Fijian farewell song, Isa Lei. 

That evening the Oceania group met over dinner to share 
reflections, agreeing unanimously that the General Assembly 
had been a very worthwhile experience. It was held in 
a friendly, cooperative spirit, there were many excellent 
presentations and plenty of opportunities for side meetings 
with our Vincentian colleagues.

I would like to thank all the Oceania participants who 
contributed so well to the event. A special thank-you to the 
Australian National Council Secretariate for the excellent 
logistics and organising of our participation. n

BY PAUL TREZISE
International Territorial Vice President 
for Oceania
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Top to bottom: 
Australia’s 
representatives, 
Catherine Smith 
(third from right) 
and Jonathan Fane 
(second from right) 
with the Society’s 
National Council of 
Indonesia.

Group Photo.

Australian 
representative 
Jonathan Fane 
presenting at the 
Society’s 16th 
National Assembly 
in Indonesia.

Australian Vincentians journey to 
Indonesia’s National Assembly

Every three years, the Society of St Vincent de Paul in 
Indonesia brings together hundreds of Vincentians from 
across the vast archipelago for its National Assembly. 
This year, the National Council of Indonesia invited the 
National Council of Australia to send representatives to the 
16th Assembly. In early July, Catherine Smith, Australia’s 
National Twinning Coordinator and a Victorian Member, 
and Jonathan Fane, a Queensland Member, travelled to 
Indonesia to attend on Australia’s behalf.

Every Conference in Indonesia was invited to send a 
representative. Over three days, interactive sessions broke 
open the theme ‘Assessing Society’s Wounds, Spreading 
Comfort’ through team-building activities, formation talks, 
group work and Mass. A key moment was the re-election 
and commissioning of Indonesia’s National Council 
President, Linda Rahayu.

For the two Australians, the Assembly offered a far deeper 
understanding of how the Society operates in Indonesia, 
the challenges its Conferences face, and how the Overseas 
Partnerships Program can continue to provide meaningful 
engagement and support. They presented on the Society 
in Australia and Australia’s involvement in Twinning, and 
were asked to speak specifically about the importance of 
communication between twinned Conferences – a message 
made all the more powerful because Jonathan, a native 
Indonesian speaker, could converse with Members in their 
own language.

The pair also joined a question and answer panel with Noel 
Low, the Society’s International Territorial Vice President for 
the Asia 2 Region. Although invited to present, they found 
the exchange went both ways: Indonesian Members were 
keenly interested in how Australian Conferences attract and 
include younger Members.

Strong communication is integral to Twinning, and the 
chance to build relationships face to face, particularly 
between National Twinning Coordinators, was a highlight 
that is already bearing fruit for Catherine. She and Jonathan 
also visited a local orphanage and the seminary of the 
Congregation of the Mission, an order founded by Saint 
Vincent de Paul with a strong presence in East Java, 
which has its own Conference supporting nearby schools 
and students. Organised by the Spiritual Director for the 
National Council of Indonesia, these visits offered insight 
into the works and experience of local Members and 
their Companions. Catherine said that getting to know 
Indonesian Members left her with a strong sense of solidarity 
with them and those they assist.

OVERSEAS PARTNERHIPS PROGRAM

BY ROZLYN KELLY
Overseas Partnerships Program Facilitator – Asia

Reflecting on the trip, Catherine and Jonathan described 
it as “an incredible personal experience and opportunity 
that we hope will benefit the work we do as Vincentians – 
especially in promoting the incredible work of Twinning and 
the wider Overseas Partnerships Program”. They thanked 
the National Council of Australia for the opportunity, and 
hope the visit will further strengthen the long-standing 
relationship between the Society in Australia and 
Indonesia. n
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ASSIST A STUDENT
An education support program that 
assists in breaking the cycle of poverty

Privacy Statement: St Vincent de Paul Society collects the information you provide on this form for the primary purpose of processing your kind donation. We may also use your personal 
information to provide you with further information about the Assist a Student Program. If you do not provide the information requested on this form, we may not be able to do these things. We 
may share your personal information with other St Vincent de Paul Societies and third parties who provide us with professional or technology services, including some that are based overseas. 
Our privacy policy is available on our website: www.vinnies.org.au

Assist A Student is a program of 
the St Vincent de Paul Society 
in Australia. Donations from 
Australians are used to provide 
funds to students from partner 
countries in the Asia-Pacific Region 
to assist with education expenses.

The Assist A Student program reflects 
the Mission Statement of the St 
Vincent de Paul Society – to serve the 
poor with love, respect, justice, hope 
and joy. We do this by sharing some of 
ourselves – what we have – with those 
in need in our neighbouring countries.

Access to education is a proven way of 
assisting individuals to reach their full 
potential and is a pathway to breaking 

the cycle of poverty. Students are 
supported at all levels of education – 
primary, secondary and tertiary.

In our partner countries, local 
Vincentians select students to 
participate in the program. The 
program is managed by  
Conferences on the ground  
overseas and is highly valued  
by Conferences and beneficiaries.

‘Education is important to me to get a job. I want 
to work for government and need to do well at 
Senior Secondary School.’

(Student, Kiribati)

‘The support helps students to fit in and work 
hard. It also supports the school as it means 
that students have the materials they need.’

(School principal, Indonesia)

 I am an individual assisting a student; OR

 I am assisting a student on behalf of a group

NAME (group or individual):     

CONTACT NAME (for group):     

TELEPHONE:       

ADDRESS:       

SUBURB:       

STATE:     POSTCODE:    

EMAIL:       

Payment method:

 EFT: BSB 062-000     Acc 16047336

 Debit my credit card (details below)

 Mastercard  Visa          Card Expiry:     /    

NAME ON CARD:     

SIGNATURE:      

Please complete your details and email to admin@svdp.org.au or post to: St Vincent de Paul Society National Council Office, PO Box 9427, Deakin ACT 2600

I would like to donate:
 $100   $200   $300  OR  $       

Scan to 
donate online

To donate online visit donate.vinnies.org.au/assist-a-student


