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On the cover

Christmas is supposed to be the most wonderful time of the
year, but for millions of Australians, it’s fast becoming the
hardest. A recent survey commissioned by the St Vincent de
Paul Society ahead of this year’s Vinnies Christmas Appeal
reveals that cost-of-living pressures are threatening to turn
the festive season into a time of stress rather than celebration.
Turn to page 12 to find out more.
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FROM THE NATIONAL PRESIDENT MARK GAETANI

Pope Leo reminds us to see
Christ in those we serve

‘May our presence and care to those
most in need reflect the gentleness,
esteem and dignity we see reflected
in the life and work of Jesus.’

- Saint Vincent de Paul

Pope Leo XIV’s first Apostolic Exhortation, Dilexi te, ‘|
have loved you,” delivers a message that reflects the
enduring mission of the St Vincent de Paul Society

and resonates in the heart of every Vincentian. This
document, based on the example and teachings of
Jesus Christ, powerfully reinforces the values and Good
Works laid out by our Society’s founder, Blessed Frédéric
Ozanam, almost two centuries ago.

Dilexi te is a clarion call to recognise the dignity of
people living in poverty, asserting that serving them is
not optional but central to living Christian faith. Pope
Leo reminds us that Christ’s own words from Revelation
3:9 — ‘I have loved you’ — are spoken especially to those
struggling on the margins. Like the Society’s work,

this exhortation moves us beyond charity to heartfelt
connection with our Companions, insisting that our
service be founded in compassion, social justice and
genuine respect for each individual.

As a youthful university student in Paris in 1833, Frédéric
Ozanam was moved to found the Society to answer the
Gospel’s summons to embrace and serve the poor with ' s Lk o A

love, respect, justice, hope and joy. He declared, ‘Let I_’ope Leo XIV emphasi:se_s that.caring for people living in poverty
us go to the poor,” and from the beginning, insisted the lies at the heart of Christian faith.

Society’s Members embody “a hand up” philosophy,

2 g h X (N

providing more than a handout to help empower people is more than charity: it is an enduring commitment to

in need, recognise their dignity, and offer hope for the transform lives and structures in the spirit of the Gospel.
future. Blessed Frédéric’s work was guided not only Every local Conference, every home visit, every heartfelt

by material aid but by personal relationships, attentive act of compassion, is a living out of Dilexi te’s summons:
listening, compassion and a readiness to see Christ in that through our Good Works, people experiencing poverty
every Companion. The Society’s Good Works, which come to know they are truly loved and acknowledged.
embrace personal service, practical help, and advocacy Both Dilexi te and the legacy of Blessed Frédéric Ozanam
for sygtemlc change, continue acrolsslAustralla today as invite Vincentians constantly to examine and renew our

the living legacy of our founder's mission. response to poverty and injustice. As Pope Leo notes, ‘the
Pope Leo's first Apostolic Exhortation aligns with Blessed poor act as silent teachers,” challenging us to serve with

Frédéric’s founding vision that teaches combating poverty humility and awakening in us deeper faith and compassion.

demands a multifaceted response: practical support, For Vincentians, this means always listening to and
advocacy for social justice, and Christ’s love in action. amplifying the voices of those we serve, ensuring that love,

The Society’s wide array of services, from providing hope and justice guide our outreach and our advocacy.

essentials such as food, clothing and housing for those
facing hardship, and advocating for the vulnerable, continued over page »
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In the words of Blessed Frédéric Ozanam:

“Yours must be a work of love, of kindness, you must
give your time, your talents, yourselves. The poor

person is a unique person of God’s fashioning with an
inalienable right to respect. You must not be content with
tiding the poor over the poverty crisis; You must study
their condition and the injustices which brought about
such poverty, with the aim of a long-term improvement.’

As the current ‘poverty crisis’ pushes more families

to the brink, the St Vincent de Paul Society can find
fresh inspiration in Pope Leo’s Dilexi te and continue
to offer hope and dignity in communities throughout
Australia. Every Vincentian is reminded to see Christ in
our Companions, to embrace them with dignity, and
to continue advocating for a more equitable, just and
compassionate society.

The main goal of the Society’s advocacy is to eliminate
poverty by addressing its root causes. That’s why National
Council again contracted ANU’s Centre for Social Policy
Research to review Australia’s welfare and taxation
system and evaluate budget-neutral reforms to lift more
households out of poverty. Alongside several of my
National Council colleagues and staff and Not-for-profit
sector peers, | was proud to present the most recent
report, A Fairer Tax and Welfare System for Australia
2025, at Parliament House in Canberra on Thursday 6
November. The NSW, SA and WA Presidents also followed
this up with visits to Members of Parliament and Senators.
Turn to page 6 for the story and WA State President
Danny Cloghan’s reflections of the day.

In late October, | submitted the final version of the Society’s
Review of The Rule Part Il to the Vice President General
of CGl, Ralph Middlecamp. Ralph is also Chair of the
International Statutes Commission, the body responsible
for approving our Review. | expect a decision on the
Review to be forthcoming in mid-December of this year
with final ratification by the General Assembly in June
2026. Vincentians recognise The Rule as a fundamental
text that underpins our service as Members, Conferences
and the Society in Australia. A socialisation process of the
changes to The Rule is being considered for Members in
early 2026.

In closing, may | take this opportunity to thank our
Members, volunteers and employees for your service
throughout the past year, including on public holidays like
Christmas and Easter. To the Society’s many supporters,
| am grateful for your confidence in our unceasing efforts
to offer a hand-up to people in need and to advocate for
social justice. | thank my wife and family for their love,
support and patience as the role of National President
often takes me away from them. | wish you and your loved
ones peace and joy this Christmas and hope for a more
just and compassionate Australia in the year ahead. B
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SPIRITUAL REFLECTION

Advent and Christmas
the Season of Hope

BY SISTER THERESE HAYWOOD D.C.

In this Jubilee year, we are invited to be people
of hope, indeed the Pope asked us to:

‘become singers of hope in a culture marked
by much despair. By our actions, our words,
the decisions we make each day, our patient
efforts to sow seeds of beauty and kindness
wherever we find ourselves, we want to

sing of hope, so that its melody can touch
the heartstrings of humanity and reawaken

in every heart the joy and the courage to
embrace life to the full.’

The seasons of Advent and Christmas are
seasons of hope. Advent is a time of waiting
for the coming of Jesus. In our waiting, we are
called to nurture our sense of hope as we look
forward to the coming of Jesus at Christmas
but also each day in our lives and our
encounters with others. We find in these words
of Saint Louise a call to carry our hope with us
as we love our brothers and sisters:

‘I hope from the goodness of God that, as
He bestowed on us His grace in giving us the
will to work only for His glory and the good of
our sisters and our neighbours, He will not be
offended by the way we act in this matter. He
is too good, my dear Sister. Let us truly love
each other in Him, but let us love Him in each
other since we are His.’

We are especially called to take time during
this busy part of the year for reflection and
spiritual nourishment so that we can be carriers
of hope. Let us pray for each other and for all
those whom we encounter with these words of
St Paul:

‘May the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace in believing, so that you may abound
in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”
(Rom 15:13) m
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FROM THE CEO

TOBY oCONNOR

Chief Executive Officer

Nurturing a new generation of Vincentian Stewards

‘But we others, we are too young to intervene in the
social struggle. Should we remain inactive therefore in
the midst of a suffering and groaning world? No, there
is a preparatory path open to us: before taking action
for the public good we can take action for the good of
individuals; before regenerating France, we can solace
poor persons. | would further wish that all young people
might unite in head and heart in some charitable work
and that there be formed throughout the whole country
a vast generous association for the relief of the common
people.’ - Blessed Frédéric Ozanam

| had the pleasure, alongside the National President, of
joining with our young Vincentians in Melbourne for the
opening of the Australian Catholic Youth Festival. Our
Members were well represented from all the states and
Canberra-Goulburn. It was a wonderful gathering which was
led by Ashley Carvalho, Lachlan Dent and Maddy de Dassel.

Lachlan guided the group through “Pilgrims of Hope
through History” which had highlighted quotes taken from
some of the letters written by Blessed Frédéric Ozanam
and Saint Pier Giorgio Frassati. These words highlighted
their authors’ strong faith and demonstrations of love

for those in their local community who were needing a
hand up. These reflections ended with references from
Pope Leo XIV to the centrality of Catholic Social Teaching
to working for a fairer and more just world. Our Pilgrims
noted the relevance of these writings, penned by people of
their own age and expressed over a 200-year timeframe,
and which underpin our commitment to live a Vincentian
lifestyle of charity today and beyond.

The talent, the caring for each other, and the compassion
for our Companions demonstrated during this gathering
gives confidence to National Council that our pool of future
Council Members and company directors is growing.

In July 2026, | look forward to hosting with our Spirit

of Youth Standing Committee a second ‘Levelled Up’
workshop for our younger Members. This workshop
provides the Society in Australia an opportunity to nurture
and to mentor our future leaders. It allows us to instil in
participants the importance of understanding the role good
corporate governance plays in guiding the Society into the
future. Those attending the Levelled Up workshop will likely
be the Society’s Stewards in coming years.

Acquiring the knowledge of what it means to be a Steward
of the Society in Australia and contemplating how to

apply this knowledge is a journey. The Society’s core
vision of offering solace to those in need and advocating
to address the public policies that keep people in poverty
has not changed since the 1830s. But, as The Rule (1, 1.6)
advises, we need to adapt to a changing world and remain
contemporary. This means more than moving into social
media spaces — essential though this is. Being relevant

in the many different local communities in which we are
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Bishop Joseph Caddy AM (centre) meets some of our young
Vincentians at the Australian Catholic Youth Festival 2025 in
Melbourne, 30 November - 2 December. Read more on page 8.

present requires our Stewards to ensure our governance
and operations comply with local legislative requirements
and to be vigilant that our vision is front and centre.

With respect to the social media environment aided by
Al, the Society continues to be the object of scams.
These scams have involved innocent citizens having their
‘donation’ redirected into scammer accounts. These
occurrences literally rob those in need of support.

Scams adversely affect the Society brand and our hard-
earned reputation, undermine trust, cause confusion and
divert significant human and dollar resources away from
delivering our good works. We, and other not-for-profit
charities, look to the Commonwealth Government to help
us tackle this fraud and grow the sector’s cyber security
strategies and systems.

As 2025 draws to an end, and the second Albanese
Government moves into a fourth year, the Society
continues to promote the Not-for-Profit Sector
Development Blueprint. The sector’s requests for targeted
support to address current challenges that threaten its
capacity to continue to offer social capital to all Australians
are detailed in the Blueprint’s three pillars. Until the
challenges identified therein are addressed, the sector will
continue to struggle.

This will not be good for local communities. The sector will
struggle to assist all governments with delivering targeted
support services, easing cost-of-living pressures, and
responding during times of natural disasters.

We thank Andrew Leigh MP, Assistant Minister for
Productivity, Competition, Charities and Treasury, for

his ongoing promotion of the Blueprint across whole of
government. And we are encouraged by Minister Plibersek
and Assistant Minister Kearney for the support they have
expressed for implementation of the Blueprint’s three pillars.

Thank you to all the Society’s supporters, our volunteers,
our Members and our employees. B
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Parliament House event showcases

A Fairer Tax and Welfare System 2025

BY MIRIELLE AUGUSTIN

Policy and Advocacy, National Council Secretariate

The St Vincent de Paul Society hosted an information
session at Parliament House, Canberra, on 6 November to
present the ANU-commissioned report, A Fairer Tax and
Welfare System 2025. National President Mark Gaetani
opened the event and emceed the session, welcoming
parliamentarians, community sector partners, and
colleagues from across the Society.

Associate Professor Ben Phillips provided a clear and
engaging overview of the report’s modelling, which outlines
several budget-neutral options capable of lifting up to one
million Australians out of poverty.

The paper highlights how modest adjustments to tax
concessions for the highest-wealth superannuation
accounts could fully fund increases to working-age
payments and strengthen Australia’s safety net.

These findings formed the basis of the Society’s
submission to this year’s Parliamentary Economic Inclusion
Roundtable in August, where we urged the Australian
Government to prioritise evidence-based reforms that
improve the lives of people doing it toughest.

The Society extends its sincere thanks to the Member for
Boothby, Louise Miller-Frost MP, for generously hosting
the event, and expresses appreciation to National Council

Push for a fairer Australia continues
BY ROSE BEYNON

National Director, Policy and Research

2025 was a busy year on the federal advocacy front. In
wrapping up for the year, we are putting the final touches
on our 2026 Pre Budget submission and submission to the
Select Committee on the Operation of the Capital Gains
Tax Discount. Once approved, these submissions will be
available on National Council’s submissions webpage.
National Council’s Social Justice Advisory Committee and
Vincentian Refugee Network will meet in December to
finalise their 2026 Annual Work Plans for National Council’s
approval, which will include updating all existing advocacy
papers and adding two new ones, on children and energy.
Visit the website to read more: vinnies.org.au/national-
council/advocacy/children.
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St Vincent de Paul Society of Australia National President, Mark
Gaetani (centre) with Member for Boothby, Louise Miller-Frost
MP (left) and Associate Professor Ben Phillips (right) from the
Australian National University Centre for Social Research and
Methods.

members, parliamentarians, and representatives from
faith-based and community organisations who attended.
Guests stayed on for light refreshments, providing an
opportunity to continue conversations about the report’s
findings and their importance for creating a fairer Australia.

While at Parliament House, several State Council
Presidents met with parliamentarians from their respective
States to discuss key issues, with some follow-up
meetings arranged in electorate offices. B

We will continue to reach out to federal MPs and
Senators by seeking meetings with them either in
Canberra or in their electorate offices. We are hoping
that many will also be available to engage and support
activities at the local level.

In the lead up to Christmas and early into 2026, we will be
advocating strongly at the federal level to end child poverty
(www.endchildpoverty.com.au), reform the gambling
industry (www.agr.org.au) and enact an Australian Human
Rights Act (www.hric.org.au). We encourage our Members,
volunteers and staff to consider these campaigns and
register their support by signing up to them.

We thank all those who have contributed to the Society’s
advocacy voice during 2025 and look forward to another
busy year ahead. ®
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A fairer future is a choice
BY DANNY CLOGHAN

SVdP State Council President WA

“When I grow up, | want to be poor.”
How many times have you heard that?

It’'s a sentence no child has ever uttered — because no one
aspires to live in poverty. And yet, for nearly four million
Australians, poverty is not a choice; it's a daily reality.

On Thursday 6 November 2025, the St Vincent de Paul
Society National Council presented a landmark research
report at Parliament House in Canberra. Commissioned
by the Society and authored by Associate Professor Ben
Phillips from the Australian National University’s Centre for
Social Policy Research, the report bears the title, A Fairer
Tax and Welfare System for Australia.

While the title may sound technical, the heart of the report
is deeply human. It is the Society’s urgent response to

a national crisis: the need to lift more Australians out of
poverty.

Beyond Charity: A Call for Structural Change

As Vincentians, we are committed to walking alongside
people experiencing poverty and disadvantage. We offer
practical support, compassion and hope. But our vision
extends beyond immediate relief; we want to see people
take control of their own lives.

That’s easier said than done.

A “hand up” from the Society can make a difference, but
lasting change often requires systemic reform — a shift

in government policy that reflects the values of fairness,
dignity and inclusion. The growing gap between those who
are managing and those who are falling behind is no longer
just a statistic; it's a moral concern shared by communities
across the country.

Taking the Message to Parliament

Following the launch of the Report, | joined the National
President and the State Presidents of New South Wales
and South Australia in meeting with our local Members
of Parliament. Our message was clear: while the Society
plays a vital role in alleviating hardship, the Federal
Government holds the key to long-term solutions.

We shared stories from the ground — of families unable

to make ends meet, of individuals facing not just financial
hardship but also mental and physical health challenges,
substance abuse, unemployment, domestic violence, and
educational disadvantage. These are not isolated issues;
they are interconnected symptoms of a system that is
failing too many.

We also acknowledged the tireless efforts of our Vinnies
volunteers whose work in our shops fund, in part, the
practical assistance we provide. Their generosity is the
backbone of our mission, but charity alone cannot solve
structural inequality.

The Human Face of Poverty

Our Members, volunteers and employees see poverty up
close. We see the shame of asking for help, the exhaustion
of living week to week, and the quiet despair of those who
feel invisible in their own country. We offer support without
judgement, but we know that being poor is not just bad for
individuals — it’s bad for the community.

The scale of the issue is staggering. Excluding housing
costs, an estimated 3.93 million Australians are living in
poverty. The report identifies those most at risk: single
parents and their children, renters, people under 50, and
working-age welfare recipients.

In contrast, those faring better include homeowners, older
Australians, couple-only families, and age pensioners.

But this isn’t just about personal choices or values. It's not
about who worked harder or made better decisions. It's
about whether our social safety net is fit for purpose in a
modern Australia.

A Fairer Future Is a Choice

The Society’s call for fairer tax and welfare reform is not
about politics; it’s about principle. It's about whether we,
as a nation, are willing to build a fairer Australia, one where
fewer people fall through the cracks.

Ultimately, that decision rests with the Federal
Government. But the Society’s mission, which began in
1833, remains unchanged: to help those doing it tough,
to advocate on their behalf, and to ensure that no one is
forgotten.

No child dreams of growing up to be poor. And no society
should accept that as an inevitable outcome. |

Scan the QR code or
visit vinnies.link/fairer-
tax-welfare to find out
more.

-
.

-
L
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SPIRIT OF YOUTH

Pope offers message of hope to young pilgrims

St Vincent de Paul Society Spirit of Youth representatives
from across Australia joined around 6,000 young
pilgrims at the 2025 Australian Catholic Youth Festival

in Melbourne from 30 November to 2 December,
revitalising the city with youthful energy and faith.

A surprise video message from Pope Leo XIV was the
centrepiece of the opening plenary, as he encouraged
young Australians to embrace their God-given identity,
resist isolating cultural trends, and stay close to God
through prayer and the sacraments. Pope Leo invited
pilgrims to draw inspiration from saints such as Saint
Catherine of Siena, Saint Carlo Acutis and Saint Pier
Giorgio Frassati, and to return home ready to build

up the Kingdom of God in their own communities.
Melbourne Archbishop Peter Comensoli reminded
attendees that they were pilgrims on a journey of faith
rather than tourists.

Closing the opening plenary, Ukrainian Mykola Cardinal
Bychok CSsR held up a handmade rosary crafted by
Ukrainian prisoners of war, offering it as a symbol of
courage, faith and resilience amid suffering. He then
led the assembly in praying a decade of the Rosary for
peace in Ukraine and for all nations scarred by war and
injustice.

Earlier that afternoon, thousands joined a 5km
pilgrimage walk from St Patrick’s Cathedral to the
Festival venue, accompanied by the World Youth Day
Cross and Icon, which returned to Australia for the first
time in 20 years and provided a striking public witness

Youth representatives connect, reflect
and empower

BY ASHLEY CARVALHO

National Council Vice President - Youth

In October, the Spirit of Youth Committee met face-to-face
in Melbourne, bringing together youth representatives from
across the country to discuss youth membership and the
youth programs happening across the St Vincent De Paul
Society in Australia.

The gathering had a strong sense of purpose, with young
leaders sharing ideas, experiences and the passion they
bring to their local communities. Members spent time
connecting, sharing insights, and strengthening the bonds
that make national collaboration possible.

The committee looked at areas where youth engagement
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to the faith and diversity of the Church. A lively Melbourne
Festa on the Cathedral grounds, with music and cultural
performances, set a joyful tone before the walk.

With registrations at capacity, ACYF 2025 brought together
pilgrims from schools, parishes, youth movements and
dioceses across every Australian state and territory, as well
as from Oceania and Asia. Over three days they participated
in more than 100 workshops, daily Mass, concerts and
prayer experiences, carrying with them the Pope’s challenge
to live their faith with joy, openness and courage. B

could be strengthened and the innovative ideas developing
within local communities, while also setting future goals to
empower young people across the country.

It was also a chance to welcome new youth
representatives to the committee, adding fresh
perspectives and renewed energy to the group’s work.

A large part of the meeting was devoted to reflection

— looking back on the year’s achievements and the
hundreds of young people supported through the Society’s
programs. Many stories of impact were shared, echoing
the example of founder Blessed Frédéric Ozanam and
reminding everyone that local action continues to create
big, lasting change.

The committee looked at how social media could be
reimagined to reach more people, encourage greater
involvement in the Society, and highlight the important
contributions of young members across the country. B




Anticipating my first Australian Catholic Youth Festival

BY MELODEE ESTCOURT

Spirit of Youth Committee Member, Tasmania

The anticipation had been building as | counted down the
days until the Australian Catholic Youth Festival 2025 in
Melbourne (30 November - 2 December). It was going to be
my first ACYF.

As a proud member of the St Vincent de Paul Society’s
Spirit of Youth Committee, | felt a mix of excitement and
curiosity about what would await me there. | had been
looking forward to meeting other young people who shared
my faith, my energy, and my passion for service, and |
hoped the festival would be an opportunity to grow deeper
in both my faith and compassion, a reminder of why being
part of the Society means so much to me.

In the lead-up to the festival, | often reflected on my
involvement with the Spirit of Youth Committee. Being part
of SOY had already encouraged me to step into leadership,
to listen, and to advocate for young people within our
mission of compassion and justice. As ACYF approached,

| hoped the experience would broaden my perspective and
help me understand how young Catholics across Australia
lived out their faith in meaningful and practical ways.

Since this was going to be my first time attending ACYF,
everything felt new and unknown in the best way. | had

not attended any previous festivals, so | approached it

with open expectations and a willingness to learn. | could
imagine the energy, the music, the speakers, and the shared
moments of prayer, and | felt excited by the thought of being
surrounded by thousands of young people who believed in
building 2 more compassionate world.

From the festival, | hoped to gain a stronger sense of
purpose in my faith, in my personal journey, and in my

St Vincent de Pqul Society Vic

work with Vinnies. | wanted to gather new ideas, deepen
my understanding of service, and connect with others who
were just as passionate about creating positive change.

Even before the festival began, ACYF already felt like a
defining moment in my journey. | looked forward to the
inspiration, the connection, and the encouragement |
believed it would bring, and | felt grateful for the opportunity
to attend as a Member of the Society. B
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CONGRESS 23+

Progress of work since Congress 2023+

MESSAGE FROM MATT NUNAN, VICE PRESIDENT

Chair, National Membership, Mission & Spirituality
Standing Committee (NMM&SSC)

JOURNEYING
The Congress 2023+ gathering in Sydney in October 2023 TOGETHER
brought together 202 Society representatives to explore CONGRESS + -
transformation, renewal and revitalisation of the Society’s REVITALISING
mission in contemporary Australia. MISSION

The Congress delegates agreed on a framework comprising
15 priority areas under three core pillars:

* Growth and revitalisation e Generic Position Description for Conference Presidents
e Diverse, flexible Conferences for impact e Our Shared Story, a guide to explaining the St Vincent de
e Getting ready for change Paul Society in Australia

L hip Devel t Gui
Following Congress, approximately 85 delegates joined * Leadership Development Guide

Project Teams to progress these priorities, meeting regularly ~ ® New Conference Starter Resource

over the last two years to share ideas, review documents ¢ Mentoring Guide

and prepare recommendations for implementation. e Best Practice Guides for welcoming new Members and

Supported by the National Membership, Mission & sharing resources.

Spirituality Standing Committee (NMM&SSC) and the

National Gouncil Secretariat (NCS), this member-driven These outputs aim to revitalise membership and enhance

approach has drawn on the Vincentian principles of the Member experience and are available via the Congress

subsidiarity to listen carefully and consult widely. Project Tracker which has been shared with State and
Territory Councils and their Membership and Mission teams

Key Achievements and Outputs to implement, taking into consideration local factors.

Participating in the six-weekly Congress Workstream “Do not be afraid of new beginnings. Be creative. Be

Leaders’ meeting has been one of the great highlights of inventive. You who have energy: who have enthusiasm;

the last year for me. The enthusiasm of the project teams who want to do something of value for the future; Be

reviewing and delivering their work has generated a fantastic inventive, launch out; Do not wait!”

energy that can be felt across the Australian Society.
This strengthening of relationships across the States and
Territories has fostered collaboration and consistency in What has been achieved since Congress 2023+ is very
approaches to how we serve, how we relate to each other, much aligned with National Council’s strategic goals:
and how we want to lead and attract new people to the
Society. The Congress 2023+ workstreams have provided
opportunities for Members to share ideas, learn alternative
ways of serving companions, and access resources from
other States and Territories.

- Quote attributed to Blessed Fréderic Ozanam

¢ Vincentian Spirituality: There has been a strengthening
of Member collaboration and a shared mission focus that
will enable the values Blessed Frédéric spoke about —
creativity, innovation, with a bias to action.

e Our People: Congress 2023+ and the project
workstreams have seen teams working together with
new leaders ready to get involved in Society works.

e Our Good Works: The review of existing documents,

Practical outputs delivered by Congress 2023+ practices and tools has led to practical tools and guides

workstreams for Conferences.

e Governance and Sustainability: The Member-driven
approach has fostered ownership and accountability for
how things are done and aims for a consistent approach

e Conference President handover template across Australia.

The opportunity to lead and participate in workstreams
has also identified future leaders, helping to build skills for
potential local and national leadership roles.

Several resources have been developed to support
Conferences and Members, including:
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While significant progress has been made, more work
is needed to improve communication to Members to
remedy an inconsistent approach to sharing information
evident across the country. Addressing this challenge
will remain a focus for the NMM&SSC after the
Congress 2023+ workstreams end this year.

Two workstreams need more resources and
coordination to be fully implemented.

A national working group has been formed to
develop a national advertising campaign based on
the recormnmendations from the “A diverse base for
recruitment” workstream.

Similarly, the NMM&SSC will continue to work with
State and Territory Mission and Membership teams to
progress the “ldentifying and encouraging new leaders”
and “Leadership skills” workstreams, which were
merged in 2025.

Conversations beyond Congress inspire renewal in Victoria

Over two weekends in October, Hampton and Mentone Members joined two
“Congress and Beyond” workshops in Brighton and Mentone to explore how
to renew Conferences and strengthen the Vincentian mission. The four-hour,

interactive sessions, designed and led by Brendan Podbury, used six themed

Building to Congress 2028+

In 2026, the NMM&SSC will continue a dialogue with
National and State and Territory Councils to ensure the
great work delivered by the Congress 2023+ project
teams is realised at the Conference level.

| thank all the participants of Congress 2023+
workstreams for their dedication and enthusiasm in
delivering a comprehensive body of work. A special
thank you to Julie G, Cass and the NCS team for their
professionalism and persistence in making sure Members
in project teams from across Australia (and Mike from
New Zealand) could meet and access resources.

Work will begin in 2026 for Congress 2028. In preparation,
the final Congress 2023+ workstream to be delivered,
“Readiness for change” will evaluate what has been
achieved, and where the Society in Australia might look to
better deliver its “Good Works”. | look forward to updating
Members later in 2026. B

“conversation stations” on change, new models, diversity, Member experience,
leadership and communication. Participants rotated in small groups, sharing ideas,
reflecting in notebooks and building new connections over lunch. The gatherings
sparked enthusiasm for renewal, highlighted emerging leaders, and encouraged
Members to carry insights back to their Conferences, helping drive ongoing,

Member-led revitalisation across Victoria.

Read the full story at vinnies.link/congress-23plus or scan the QR code:
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Festive season a struggle for millions, survey reveals

Cost-of-living pressures threaten to turn the festive season
into the hardest time of the year for millions of Australians, a
survey commissioned by St Vincent de Paul Society reveals.
Those worse affected include Gen Z and families with
children under 18 living at home.

The findings were released ahead of the annual Vinnies
Christmas Appeal launch across Australia on 3 November.

‘While Christmas is meant to be the happiest time of the
year, it's become a financially stressful time for three in
five (59 percent) Australians,” said the Society’s National
President, Mark Gaetani.

‘Alarmingly, almost half (49 percent) of Australian families
with children under 18 were concerned about just being
able to put food on the table this Christmas,’ he said.

But it's not only Christmastime when people are hurting;
almost one in three (32 percent) Australians admit they’ve
skipped meals or gone without food in the past 12 months
to afford other essentials, such as rent or electricity.

‘Sadly, this survey confirms what our Members, volunteers
and employees are seeing every day — that financial stress
isn’t just a statistic; it's a daily reality for millions,” Mr Gaetani
said.

‘The cost-of-living crisis is seeing parents skip meals so they
can afford to feed their kids, pay their rent or keep the lights
on, and the sadness of not having any gifts or festive treats
to share compounds their financial stress.

‘This isn’t the Australia any of us wish for this Christmas
or anytime — where poverty becomes the new normal for
millions of Australians,” he said.

[T 71 Tasmania appeals for school
essentials

-
L

‘That's why this year’s Vinnies Christmas Appeal comes with
a special plea for anyone who can afford to donate to help
us share hope and joy by providing gifts, nutritious meals
and essential support for families facing an otherwise bleak
Christmas.

‘Every dollar raised will help vulnerable Australians find
hope and relief during what should be the happiest time of
the year,” Mr Gaetani said. “Your generosity could be your
greatest gift this Christmas.’

Donations to the Vinnies Christmas Appeal of $2 and over
are tax-deductible, with every contribution helping to spread
hope and relief to Australians under financial pressure this
Christmas. To donate, visit donate.vinnies.org.au/donation-
hub m

While the Vinnies CEO Sleepout, Christmas Appeal
and Winter Appeal are national fundraisers, some
states and territories also run their own appeals

to meet local needs. In Tasmania, the St Vincent
de Paul Society runs its annual School Essentials
Appeal to help make sure every Tasmanian child
has the opportunity to do well at school.

With the price of food, rent, utilities and transport
pushing families into crisis, many Tasmanians are
struggling to meet the costs of daily family life.
Finding a way to pay the bills, and buy the things
their children need for school, will be impossible for
many parents and carers.

Donations to Vinnies School Essentials Appeal help
ease a family’s stress and make ‘back to school’ a
time that feels full of hope for a bright future.

To donate, visit vinnies.link/school-appeal-tas
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New Soup Van Hub opens in Melbourne’s south east

On Monday 24 November, the St Vincent de Paul
Society Victoria opened the South Eastern Soup
Van Hub in Hallam, a critical new facility responding
to the catastrophic surge in demand for food relief
across Melbourne’s south east.

The City of Greater Dandenong has the highest level
of homelessness in Victoria with up to one in five
people and one in four children living in poverty. In
the last financial year alone, Vinnies South Eastern
and Berwick Soup Vans provided over 81,500
meals, and the south eastern service saw a massive
22 percent increase in demand.

Demand is increasing and the face of modern
hunger has changed, according to the Vinnies
Soup Vans.

The new South Eastern Soup Van Hub, the second
major food distribution centre in metropolitan
Melbourne for the Society, represents a significant
strategic upgrade in the charity’s 50-year history

of Vinnies Soup Vans. With a commercial kitchen,
increased storage and the opportunity to expand
the Society’s mobile pantry service as well as
deepen volunteer programs, the new hub is a
game-changer.

Dr Jennifer Fitzgerald AM, St Vincent de Paul
Society Victoria CEQ, said, ‘The warning signs of
this hunger crisis are clear across Victoria: more
households are skipping meals to pay rent and the
calls for help are loudest from the south east — it’s
no longer just the homeless or unemployed, it's
increasingly the working person, the single mum.’

‘Our soup vans are powered by a small, dedicated
team of employees and 700 volunteers who serve
people warm food and compassion every night
across Melbourne, rain, hail or shine. This new
Hub will help us serve more meals, more efficiently,’
she said.

‘This hub is a lifeline. We’re not just
handing out food; we’re upholding a
person’s dignity and providing a stable
base for community connection.

‘It's our declaration that we will not stand by while
our neighbours go hungry,” Dr Fitzgerald said.

The need for food assistance across Victoria is
growing rapidly. Last year, St Vincent de Paul
Society Victoria’s Welfare Assistance Call Centre
experienced a 50 percent increase in the number
of calls seeking food assistance. Alarmingly, almost
half (49 percent) of Australian families with children
under 18 are concerned about being able to put
food on the table this Christmas, according to a
recent national survey from the Society.

‘We have built this critical line of defence against
hunger, but we cannot keep the doors open and
the vans on the road without urgent community
support,” Dr Fitzgerald said. ‘This Hub is a lifeline
for thousands of people — from the family in
Dandenong North making impossible choices to
the person sleeping in their car in Casey. We need
your donation to fuel the fight.’

The opening of the South Eastern Soup Van Hub
continues St Vincent de Paul Society Victoria’s
171-year legacy of service in Victoria and the work
of the Vinnies Soup Vans since their inception

in 1975. It was made possible by the incredible
generosity of the Victorian community, with
$185,000 fundraised by participants in the 2024
Vinnies CEO Sleepout, combined with a $100,000
grant from the Victorian Government. &

-
-

»
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‘Gift Good’ with Vinnies Victoria

New research from Vinnies Victoria finds nearly nine in ten Australians (89 percent) are
happy to receive a pre-loved gift, with three in four (76 percent) open to buying from op
shops this Christmas.

The trend, popularly dubbed ‘Thriftmas,’ reflects a shift toward conscious gifting, as 87
percent of respondents say knowing their purchase supports vital community services
makes them more likely to buy pre-loved.

With cost-of-living pressures high and 57 percent admitting to overspending on gifts,
many Aussies now see pre-loved presents as a smart way to save money, reduce
waste, and help fund essential services for people living in poverty.

Visit the full story online for more insights and the Gift Good campaign details at
vinnies.link/vic-gift-good or scan the QR code:

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY AUSTRALIA
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Social Justice Forum brings Queensland leaders together

In the words of our Society’s founder, Blessed Frédéric
Ozanam, the St Vincent de Paul Society is called to feed
the poor and hungry in our community with not just bread
— but with hope.

A panel on No Wrong

Door, a Society-wide
initiative encouraging
collaboration and community
connections in service of

our Companions, offered

a fantastic opportunity for
teams across the state

to discuss the program’s
impact on their Diocese. A
video on the No Wrong Door

‘Let us go to the poor. When we visit them, when we feel
the cold that pierces them, we learn the true elements of
the social question, and we carry with us not only bread,
but hope.” - Blessed Frédéric Ozanam

In this spirit, the Society in Queensland brought together
Members, community leaders, advocates and those on
the frontlines of poverty and homelessness support for our |

program was screened and

recent 2025 Social Justice Forum — Voices for Change: Queensland State President ! ,
Ad Acti dl - ’ is available on YouTube here:
vocacy, Action and Impact. Patricia McMahon. » Grene
vinnies.link/no-wrong-door

Held at the Australian Catholic University campus in

Brisbane, the forum brought together a diverse and Discussions shared insights into not only what has
passionate range of Society representatives to discuss been effective in helping Companions, but also how the
pressing issues such as housing, homelessness and cost Society can continue to provide support through ongoing
of living to help shape our responses. tangible and personal support in the face of hardships and
‘The voices of our Society regarding the issues facing our uncertainty.

Companions are a critical part of shaping our advocacy Some key internal and external opportunities to speak
response,” State President Patricia McMahon said. up for social injustice to create a fairer and more

equitable Queensland were identified during these

‘Together, we can be voices for positive . .
group discussions.

change in our communities.’
The information from the Social Justice Forum will help
inform our future advocacy work, policy positions and
actions to amplify the voices of our Companions and those
on the margins of society and call for changes that will help
end homelessness and poverty in Queensland.

The forum was opened by Brisbane’s new Archbishop
Shane Mackinlay, who shared his affirmation of the work
of our Society and encouraged us to continue pursuing
justice and compassion.

Professor Cameron Parsell from the University of _ , ' _ .

of homelessness as a social injustice, and QCOSS justice network across the State, placed-based social
Executive Director for Policy and Research, Dr Eva justice groups, and key resources to drive our advocacy
Klambauer, shared the organisation’s latest findings on work and empowering our Members and teams to
affordability and financial stress impacting Queenslanders. become advocates in their own communities. &

Society offers ‘Support That Lasts’

-
.

A new research report, developed by St Vincent de Paul Society Queensland in
partnership with the University of Queensland, highlights the lasting positive impact
of the Society’s compassionate, community-based disaster recovery efforts across
the state.

-
L

The Support That Lasts report shows how the Society’s Members and volunteers
help build trust, reduce stigma around seeking help, and focus on long-term
socioemotional support and housing recovery to foster resilient communities.

The report encourages the Society to continue to deliver and enhance our
compassionate support practices and suggests the potential to build a community
of practice with other stakeholders and improve collaborative efforts.

Read more at vinnies.link/support-that-lasts or scan the QR code:
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Vinnies WA volunteer
named Young Citizen
of the Year

When Canning Vale teenager Ryan began volunteering

at his local Vinnies Retail Shop more than a year ago, he
never fathomed his contribution would earn him an award
for Young Citizen of the Year.

Recently receiving the accolade from the Rotary Southern
Districts Club, it was a proud moment for the humble
16-year-old high school student.

‘| feel proud not only for myself but for all the volunteers at

Vinnies who have supported me along the way,” Ryan said.

‘This award is a recognition of the teamwork, dedication
and compassion we all share in helping our community.

‘Being recognised motivates me to continue volunteering
and inspiring others to get involved, too.’

Since joining Vinnies as a volunteer in June 2024, Ryan
contributes his time at the Canning Vale shop during the
school holidays, where he has picked up some invaluable
life skills which he will carry with him far beyond graduating
from high school.

‘While volunteering at Vinnies, | have learned the
importance of teamwork and how working together
creates a strong, supportive environment,’ he said.

‘| have developed valuable skills in customer service and
organisation and, most importantly, | have built meaningful
relationships with my fellow volunteers.

‘This experience has helped me grow
personally and feel more connected to
my community.’

So far, Ryan has contributed more than 240 volunteer
hours at Vinnies Canning Vale, and it's something he plans
to continue doing over the upcoming school holidays.

He also credits the shop’s manager Harry Singh as having
a positive impact on his volunteering experience.

‘Harry has been very patient and always willing to teach
me new things, which has helped me pick up many
valuable skills,” he said.

‘Through his guidance, | have also learned important work
ethics like reliability and teamwork.’

Ryan encourages his peers to consider volunteering, not
just for personal development but also to help make a
difference to people in need.

‘| would encourage more youth to volunteer as it is
a wonderful way to make a positive difference in our
community while gaining important life skills,” he said.

Manager of Vinnies Retail Shop at Canning Vale, Harry Singh
(right), with 16-year-old Ryan, who began volunteering at the shop
in June 2024. Photo courtesy of Vinnies WA.

Vinnies WA Manager of Volunteer Services May Bowden
said it was heartwarming to see a new generation of
volunteers like Ryan who want to make a difference.

‘We are proud to have young volunteers like Ryan as part
of our volunteer family,” she said.

“This award is very much deserved and is a great way of
acknowledging young people like Ryan who are giving
back to the WA community.’

On International Volunteer Day, 5 December, Vinnies WA
acknowledges the incredible volunteers who give their time
across our 53 retail shops.

Without volunteers, Vinnies retail shops would close their
doors, which would impact the delivery of vital support in
the community including emergency relief, homelessness,
youth engagement and mental health services.

‘As shops prepare for another busy festive season, more
volunteers are needed to help meet rising demand,” Ms
Bowden said. ‘We would love more volunteers across our
shops leading into Christmas, so if you can help, please
get in touch with us.” ®

If you can help, head to www.vinnieswa.org.au/volunteer to express your
interest.

To find out how you can get involved wherever you live in Australia, visit
www.vinnies.org.au/get-involved
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New Vinnies Community Hub opens in Merimbula

Wednesday 19 November saw St Vincent de
Paul Society Canberra/Goulburn (SVDP-CG)
officially open the new Vinnies Community
Hub in Merimbula, marking an important
milestone in expanding support services
across the NSW Far South Coast.

Local Parish Priest, Fr Kuriakose Chennelil
MS, performed a blessing and was joined
by Brian Stacey, President, and Tony Allen,
COO of SVDP-CG, Frank Davey, President
of Merimbula Conference (SVDP-CG), and
Russell Fitzpatrick, Mayor of Bega Valley
Shire Council, along with other community
partners.

The new Hub provides a dedicated space
for Vinnies’ volunteer Members to continue

Tony Allen, COO of St Vincent de Paul Society Canberra/Goulburn, addresses
guests at the launch of the Vinnies Community Hub in Merimbula, NSW on 19
November. Photo courtesy of SVDP-CG.

their person-to-person assistance for people
experiencing hardship, as well as offices

for the Regional Support Leader and Case
Worker. It also serves as a shared base for
interagency collaboration, offering wraparound services
to better meet the needs of the local community.

‘This new Community Hub represents a significant step
forward in our mission to serve the people of the Far
South Coast,” Tony Allen, COO of SVDP-CG, said. ‘By
strengthening our local presence, we can deliver more
coordinated, compassionate and effective assistance to
individuals and families doing it tough.’

The establishment of the Hub was made possible through
funding from the NSW Government and proceeds raised
by the 2024 Vinnies CEO Sleepout held in Merimbula.
This partnership reflects a strong commitment from
government, business and the wider community to
address local disadvantage and to ensure sustained
support for those most in need. |

To find services in your area, visit www.vinnies.org.au or call 13 18 12.

New services to support more people

More than 100 programs and services are run by the St
Vincent de Paul Society NSW throughout the state. Now, a
further three are a part of our service offering!

Two new homelessness and housing services will support
women and families in North Sydney and Swansea,

while our health services have expanded after taking over
operations of a residential rehabilitation service in Bucca,
located north of Coffs Harbour.

Mercy House is a domestic and family violence refuge,
offering three and four-bedroom homes located close to
local services, shops and schools in North Sydney. Single
women and women with children will be able to reside in
transitional accommodation at Mercy House for up to 18
months as they strive to regain stability in their lives in a
safe, dignified and family-friendly environment.

In Swansea, a 32-bedroom former aged care facility
now supports vulnerable people and their dependants
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in Newcastle and the Central Coast in need of housing,

including women over 55, First Nations wormen over 50,
and women over 18 who receive the Disability Support

Pension.

Adele House was developed by the PAYCE Foundation

in Bucca, north of Coffs Harbour, as a 40-bed purpose-
built drug and alcohol residential rehabilitation facility.

In taking over operations of Adele House following a
successful tender, the Society has also been accredited
as a drug court provider, offering people the opportunity
to seek rehabilitation for minor substance use issues as

an alternative to incarceration. As part of the support
offered at Adele House, a work skills program is offered for
residents to support their rehabilitation journeys.

By expanding our services, and with the support of
generous donors, the Society can ensure that more people
receive high quality, holistic and person-centred care so
they can go on to lead thriving lives. B


http://www.vinnies.org.au
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CEO Sleepout Ambassador appointed CEO in SA

A Vinnies CEO Sleepout
Ambassador and Member

of the Commercial Advisory
Committee in South Australia,
Clinton Jury took up the

reins as new CEO of the St
Vincent de Paul Society SA on
Monday 13 October.

Clinton joins the Society from
his most recent role as

CEO of the Local Government
Association of SA, where

Clinton Jury.

o de Paul he oversaw a wide range of
oto: St Vincent de Pau ;
Society SA. complex operations across

all 68 SA councils.

He brings more than 30 years of senior leadership
experience across some of Australia’s most respected
purpose-driven and member-based organisations,
including the Australian Red Cross and the Australian
Institute of Company Directors.

Clinton comes with a deep personal commitment to
serving the community, which includes a strong connection
to Vinnies SA.

‘Having been involved with Vinnies SA as a CEO Sleepout
Ambassador and Member of the Commercial Advisory
Committee, | am excited by the opportunity to contribute
more deeply to the Society’s mission of supporting our
Companions and fostering a just and compassionate
community,” said Clinton.

‘I'm deeply committed to the mission of Vinnies and
excited by the opportunity to grow our reach and further
strengthen our legacy of compassion and justice.’

St Vincent de Paul Society SA State President Geraldine
Hawkes said the appointment reflects the Society’s
commitment to strong and compassionate leadership.

‘Clinton brings a rare combination of vision, experience
and heart,’ said Geraldine. ‘He has demonstrated time
and again his ability to deliver meaningful outcomes
for communities, and we are thrilled to welcome him to
the Society.

‘Under his leadership, we look forward to strengthening
our mission and extending our impact for South
Australians experiencing disadvantage.” &

To see what's happening in SA, visit www.vinnies.org.au/sa

Northern Territory Council visits Santa Teresa

St Vincent de Paul Society Northern Territory Council
recently visited the remote community of Santa Teresa
to learn about local needs firsthand as they explore
establishing a Vinnies Remote Community Store.

Following inquiries from community representatives, the
Council journeyed to Santa Teresa to view a potential site
for the proposed store. Bishop of Darwin Charles Gauci,
who was also visiting Santa Teresa, met the Council after
celebrating Mass.

With 10 Vinnies stores already operating across the

NT, this new location would offer a model that might be
replicated in other more remote parts of the Territory if
communities wanted such a store.

Damian Legg, President of St Vincent de Paul Society NT,
said, “The Society hopes, over time, it can play a part in
helping remote communities by offering support that brings
opportunity. We focus on what we can do well and what
the community values most.’

The store would serve 600 community members, providing
essential items such as clothing, which residents currently
need to travel 85 kilometres to Alice Springs to buy.

For Santa Teresa locals, this represents a significant

Members of
St Vincent de
Paul Society
Northern
Territory
Council visited
Santa Teresa.

milestone — not only improving access to everyday
necessities but creating valuable opportunities for local
skill development and community engagement.

With an understanding of what would best serve the
community and local support, the NT Council will

continue their planning, including fundraising for the

site development, as they work toward making this
community-driven store a reality. The Society is grateful for
the warm welcome from Santa Teresa and looks forward
to working with the community on this initiative. ®
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Strengthening Vincentian Ties in Papua New Guinea

BY ROZLYN KELLY AND GABRIELA ZAGAYER

Robin Osborne and Bernard Pau met in PNG in August.

The Papua New Guinea Working Group was established
by National Council in Australia to strengthen and support
the re-establishment of the Society in Papua New Guinea
at the request of the International Territorial Vice President
Oceania.

In August 2025, Papua New Guinea Working Group
members Tim McKenna and Robin Osborne conducted a
visit to Australia’s closest neighbouring country to gather
first-hand information and renew relationships in Papua
New Guinea’s Dioceses of Alotau and Kavieng.

When airstrip repairs in Alotau grounded flights, the visitors
had to adapt their itinerary. Fortunately, they were able to
connect with Alotau Vincentians via videoconference and,
as they had arranged for two Vincentians from Manus

and Kavieng to join them in Port Moresby, the change

still allowed for opportunities to connect with Vincentians
across the country. They heard stories of local Members’
works including one Conference that travels by boat to visit
the sick and elderly. Although Alotau could not be reached
in person, the Society clearly showed vitality, strong
leadership, and genuine Vincentian spirit and the new
Vincentian Bishop confirming he wishes the Vincentian
Family to prosper in the Alotau Diocese.

A highlight for Tim was reconnecting with two local
Members who are also Council Presidents, with Tim

18 THE RECORD | SUMMER 2025/26

Continuing to build connections between Australia and Papua New Guinea, Tim McKenna, James Matvingil, Fr Lawrence Rockiaraj,
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commenting, “their dedication demonstrated the
commitment that sustains the Society across Papua New
Guinea.” Both Tim and Robin are hopeful for the future of
the Society in Papua New Guinea; Robin sharing that he
is looking forward to “seeing how we can support local
Members in furthering their work at the community level
and moving towards establishing a National Council.”

While in Papua New Guinea, Tim and Robin also met with
local Church leaders including the Archbishop of Madang,
the Secretary General of the Catholic Bishops Conference,
and the Acting Director of Caritas Papua New Guinea.
These meetings confirmed a shared vision for collaboration
in faith-based social outreach across the country. Through
every encounter, one message stood out: Vincentian
service in Papua New Guinea remains vibrant and deeply
valued — even when travel, communication or distance
make the work challenging.

The Papua New Guinea Working Group will continue to
build these connections throughout 2026 and beyond,
working alongside Church partners and local leaders to
support training, communication and growth. What began
as a week of disrupted plans became a story of renewed
hope — a reminder that the Vincentian mission can thrive
across any distance, powered by faith, friendship and
service. &



Strengthening partnerships in Oceania:
Reflections from a Solomons Island visit

BY GABRIELA ZAGAYER

Oceania Facilitator, National Council Secretariate

The newly appointed International Territorial Vice
President (ITVP) for Oceania, Paul Trezise, recently
completed a three-day visit to the Solomon Islands,
aimed at strengthening relationships and gaining firsthand
understanding of the Society of St Vincent de Paul and
their work in the Solomon Islands. The trip also provided
an opportunity to follow up on key initiatives from former
[TVP-Oceania Frank Brassil's 2024 visit.

Mr Trezise was accompanied by Tricia Wilden, Overseas
Partnerships Program Director and Gabriela Zagayer,
Oceania Facilitator from the Australian National Council
Secretariate. Their work centred on Information and
Communication Technology, capacity-building and
deepening Overseas Partnerships Program initiatives such
as Twinning, Projects, and Assist-A-Student.

The visiting team from Canberra received a warm
welcome in Honiara from the Solomon Islands National
Council, including National President, Julian Ketei,
National Secretary, Stephanie Kevi, National Treasurer,
Freda Hou and Vice President, Chaniella Rotoi, who was
subsequently appointed Formation and Training and
Twinning Representative.

During the visit, the team distributed two laptops to help
strengthen communications among Members of the
Society in the Solomon Islands, across Oceania and
further afield. This support was generously provided by the
Oceania Partnership Program, with contributions from the
National Councils of Australia and New Zealand.

The discussions during the visit covered many governance
and administrative matters. Formation and training were
highlighted as key priorities, including basic Vincentian
formation and leadership development. Youth engagement
and safeguarding were also discussed, with a focus on
strengthening governance and risk management. The
Council also noted the need for more National Council
members, particularly male members, to broaden
representation.

A particularly joyful highlight of the visit was joining the
vibrant Saint Vincent de Paul Feast Day celebrations at
Burns Creek on 28 September. Archbishop Christopher
Cardone celebrated Mass and confirmed 82 candidates,
while also taking time to meet with Mr Trezise and share
his insights on the local and regional Church context.
Despite limited resources for direct assistance, the
Archbishop conveyed strong support for the St Vincent de
Paul Society. The warm hospitality of the Solomon Islands

Top: Solomon Islands National Council receiving laptops: (from
left) National President Julian Ketei, National Secretary Stephanie
Kevi, Twinning Representative Chaniella Rotoi, and National
Treasurer Freda Hou.

Above: Students from St Vincent de Paul School at Burns Creek in
front of the Church where Paul Trezise gives an introduction.

community, local Vincentians and National Council made
a lasting impression, especially during the busy Feast Day
celebrations.

The visit concluded with hopeful discussions about the
Solomon Islands National Council wanting to support

a new primary school in Malaita inspired by the school
already established in Burns Creek. While still in the early
stages, the project holds exciting potential for community
impact.

Overall, the visit strengthened connections and
collaboration across the region, clarified key governance
priorities, and created momentum for meaningful progress.
The insights and relationships built during this time provide
a strong foundation for ongoing collaboration as the
Society continues its mission to build a connected and
resilient Network of Charity across Oceania. B
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| ASSIST A STUDENT

An education support program that
assists in breaking the cycle of poverty

| re—————

. ?

| !)\ { ‘Education is important to me to get a job. | want
to work for government and need to do well at
Senior Secondary School.’

Assist A Student is a program of
the St Vincent de Paul Society
in Australia. Donations from
Australians are used to provide
funds to students from partner
countries in the Asia-Pacific Region
to assist with education expenses.

(Student, Kiribati)

‘The support helps students to fit in and work
hard. It also supports the school as it means
that students have the materials they need.”

(School principal, Indonesia)

The Assist A Student program reflects  the cycle of poverty. Students are
the Mission Statement of the St supported at all levels of education —
Vincent de Paul Society — to serve the primary, secondary and tertiary.

poor with love, respect, justice, hope
and joy. We do this by sharing some of
ourselves — what we have — with those
in need in our neighbouring countries.

In our partner countries, local
Vincentians select students to
participate in the program. The
program is managed by
Access to education is a proven way of Conferences on the ground
assisting individuals to reach their full  overseas and is highly valued donate online
potential and is a pathway to breaking by Conferences and beneficiaries.

To donate online visit donate.vinnies.org.au/assist-a-student

[] 1am an individual assisting a student; OR | would like to donate:
[J 1am assisting a student on behalf of a group () $100 [J1$200 [J$300 ORLIS$
Payment method:

(] EFT:BSB062-000 Acc 16047336
[J Debit my credit card (details below)

NAME (group or individual):
CONTACT NAME (for group):

TELEPHONE:

ADDRESS: EEENEEEEEEEEEEEN
SUBURB: I Mastercard []Visa Card Expiry: __ /_
STATE: __ POSTCODE: NAME ON CARD:

EMAIL: SIGNATURE:

Please complete your details and email to admin@svdp.org.au or post to: St Vincent de Paul Society National Council Office, PO Box 9427, Deakin ACT 2600

Privacy Statement: St Vincent de Paul Society collects the information you provide on this form for the primary purpose of processing your kind donation. We may also use your personal
information to provide you with further information about the Assist a Student Program. If you do not provide the information requested on this form, we may not be able to do these things. We
may share your personal information with other St Vincent de Paul Societies and third parties who provide us with professional or technology services, including some that are based overseas.
Our privacy policy is available on our website: www.vinnies.org.au



