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Contributions welcome. Perhaps you 
would like to write or suggest a story  
and share photos with our readers.  
We can’t track everything happening 
across the Society, so your involvement 
would be appreciated. Please contact 
media@svdp.org.au to discuss your ideas.

The St Vincent de Paul Society of 
Australia consists of 45,000 Members 
and volunteers who operate on the 
ground through over 1,000 groups 
located in local communities across  
the country.

The Oceania delegation at the 3rd 
International Meeting of Vincentian 
Youth in Rome on 28-30 July. From left: 
Petelo Lelea from Tonga, Lachlan Dent 
and Ashley Carvalho from Australia, 
Stephanie Kevi from Solomon Islands, 
Anna Kaitu from Kiribati, and Gabriel 
Nelson from Samoa.

Turn to page 16 for the cover story.

The St Vincent de Paul Society 
National Council of Australia has 
strengthened its commitment 
to Safeguarding by rolling out 
mandatory leadership training 
to ensure the safety and dignity 
of children and adults at risk 
across all areas of the Society’s 
work. More than 180 leaders have 
already completed the program, 
developed with Australian Catholic 
Safeguarding Ltd, reaffirming the 
Society’s zero-tolerance approach 
to harm or abuse. 

Read the full story at  
vinnies.link/record-spring-2025  
or scan the QR code:
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Simplicity is a very important virtue. The Rule tells us that it 
is characterised by frankness, integrity and genuineness. 
I also believe that it is characterised by authenticity, by 
saying what we mean and meaning what we say. Saint 
Vincent spoke often of simplicity.

Simplicity is the virtue I love the most and to which, I 
think, I pay the most attention in my actions; and, if it 
is permissible for me to say so, I would say that I am 
practising it with some progress by the mercy of God.1 

From this time on, may that loving heart belong only to 
Jesus Christ, fully and always, in time and in eternity! 
Please ask Him to give me a share of the candour and 
simplicity of your heart because I have very great need of 
these virtues, whose excellence is unfathomable.2 

In these words, we see how Vincent valued simplicity 
and was always working on being simpler. As we follow 
in Vincent’s footsteps, may we be characterised by the 
genuineness, authenticity and gentleness that we learn 
from him.

Humility is a virtue that can be difficult to translate into 
today’s language, however, in an article written in 2007, 
Tom Frame, Australian Anglican Bishop, reflected on 
humility in a helpful way. 

The humble have an ability to recognise and to celebrate 

SPIRITUAL REFLECTION

BY SISTER THERESE HAYWOOD D.C.
Humility and Simplicity, Two Key Vincentian Virtues

greatness for its own sake and do not feel personally 
diminished in complementing others. Disinterestedness 
and self-forgetfulness mark the attitude of the humble.3

Vincent wrote to a brother in 1652:

Practise humility and patience; you need these two 
virtues to attain true charity, and they are also necessary 
for all who wish to serve Jesus Christ.4

Frédéric Ozanam said that:

Charity teaches us that when we visit the poor we gain 
much more than they do.

We are reminded that in our service of people in need we 
should not come from a place of power but from humility 
to be truly able to serve the other. 

Jesus reminds us that the ‘truth will set us free’ (John 
8:32). Humility and simplicity are virtues that can help us to 
search for this truth. n

1. CCD vol 1 p265
2. CCD Vol 6 p161
3. Tom Frame, Humility the Despised Virtue, Quadrant April 2007, 38.
4. CCD Vol 4, 442-443.

Sister Therese Haywood DC is a Daughter of Charity and Spiritual Adviser 
to St Vincent de Paul Society.

As we follow in Saint Vincent de Paul’s footsteps, may Vincentians be characterised by the genuineness, authenticity and gentleness that 
we learn from him. Photo: Keith Saunders.
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Society’s Members, volunteers and staff continue to ‘serve 
Christ in the poor with love, respect, justice, hope, and 
joy,’ advancing our mission to build a fairer and more 
compassionate Australia for all.

September is also significant as National Council invites 
Conferences around Australia to participate in Revitalisation 
Month; a time to reconnect with our Vincentian vocation, 
to reflect on our works, and to draw inspiration for the 
road ahead. This is an opportunity for each Conference 
to renew the Society’s energy, to share hope-filled stories, 
and to strengthen the bonds within our communities and 
our network of parishes. I encourage each Conference to 
highlight the life-changing contributions of our Members, to 
foster collaboration, and to refresh our shared commitment 
to helping those most in need.

“The hands behind the help” is the theme of Revitalisation 
Month, chosen by the National Membership Network and 
supported by National Council. This theme highlights the 
diversity of Good Works and the many people whose 
efforts, large and small, make a difference every day. 
I encourage you all to share your stories of how your 
Conference lives out the Vincentian values, and to join in 
celebrating our continued journey as we follow in Christ’s 
footsteps.

As outlined in The Rule 1.6 and The Vincentian Way, 
the Society constantly strives for renewal, adapting to 
changing world conditions. By listening, reflecting, and 
learning from one another, we keep the spirit and mission 
of the Society alive. Please consider sharing your wisdom, 
experiences, and stories as we journey together, and invite 
people who are new to the Society or curious about our 
Good Works to join us. n

FROM THE NATIONAL PRESIDENT MARK GAETANI
National President

It’s September already, which means spring has officially 
arrived, bringing with it that wonderful sense of renewal 
and fresh beginnings. For many Vincentians living in the 
cooler parts of the country, the new season is especially 
welcome, with warmer days and shorter nights on the 
way. And as winter fades, so does the seasonal demand 
for cold-weather clothing, blankets and heating bill relief 
the Society provides to increasingly more Australian 
households in financial stress.

September is always a special month for the Society as 
we honour two significant Feast Days: that of our founder, 
Blessed Frédéric Ozanam on 9 September, and of our 
namesake, Saint Vincent de Paul on 27 September. This 
year, we also celebrate the canonisation by Pope Leo XIV 
on 7 September of Saint Pier Giorgio Frassati, for whom 
the Society in Italy formed a central part of his life. (Turn to 
page 6 to read more about the Society’s newest saint.)

Just two decades after Frédéric founded the St Vincent de 
Paul Society in the turbulent streets of Paris in 1833, the 
first Australian Conference was established in Victoria in 
1854 during the gold rush. This was a time of rapid growth 
for the fledging organisation, as the Society continued to 
spread its Good Works across Australia and around the 
world. By 1865, the first Conference in Western Australia 
was set up, and I was delighted to visit Perth recently 
for the opening of the 160 Years exhibition marking this 
milestone. (Read more about this milestone on page 10.)

Reflecting on the Society’s 160-year history in WA, it’s 
timely both to celebrate our achievements and to look 
ahead. Today, the Society’s original mission to provide 
practical help to the poor remains as vital as ever, as 
poverty and hardship persist. Across the nation, the 

‘Be transformed by the renewing of your mind.’
- Romans 12:2

Spring, a time of renewal and reflection

Hobart Archbishop 
Anthony Ireland 
blesses new  
Southern Hub site 

It was a very special occasion 
for St Vincent de Paul Society 
of Tasmania when Hobart 
Archbishop Anthony Ireland blessed the newly 
developed Mill Lane Precinct on Friday 29 
August, ahead of its opening in late September.

Read the full story at  
vinnies.link/record-spring-2025  
or scan the QR code.
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FROM THE CEO TOBY OCONNOR
Chief Executive Officer

I write this column on the back of the Government’s 
Economic Roundtable in August. No doubt we will have 
slow and ongoing drips from the Treasurer on initiatives 
to increase our productivity in the months between 
now and the 2028 Federal Election. At least we have 
a government that appears to be serious on tackling a 
raft of outdated and non-performing economic levers.

The Society has consistently urged Commonwealth 
Governments of both persuasions to address problems 
within the tax and income support system seriously. We 
have provided detailed advice, including budget-neutral 
proposals, to ensure the dignity of people who rely on 
income support to put food on the table and who seek 
to participate meaningfully in their communities. Tax 
reform cannot continue to be kicked down the road.

The Society, like many fellow traveller NGOs, is not 
just a ‘tin rattler’ as some economic journalists like to 
pigeon-hole advocates that pursue a fairer Australia. 
We are not after a ‘handout’. We want real reform.

Our 45,000 Members and volunteers relay to the 
Society’s National Council real-life information drawn 
from more than 1,000 centres across the nation that 
illustrates who is hurting and who could reclaim an 
active place in their community with a ‘hand up’.

Real reform will not be delivered without tackling 
outdated policies that continue to give financial  
benefits to those who are already well off. 

We are watching this space with enormous interest and 
will continue to work with the Government, ministers 
and backbenchers to provide advice on the difficulties 
being faced by those in need and the actions we 
believe need to be taken by our federal parliament to 
deliver a more equitable nation.

May we always see with our hearts and 
reach out with our hands as Jesus did.
On 14 August 2025, these words were delivered  
as part of a reflection at the celebration of the  
160th anniversary of the Society’s opening in  
Western Australia. 

Such celebratory occasions provide Vincentians, our 
employees and those who freely give of their time 
to offer Good Works, with powerful reminders of 
the charism our founder Blessed Frédéric Ozanam 
articulated as he went about offering a hand up to 
anyone in need during the difficult days in Paris over 
190 years ago. 

Like in other Australian states, the Society in WA was 
established by ordinary folk who lived out the parable of 
the Good Samaritan. They came from all walks of life. 
What drew them to establish a Vincentian Conference 

was their shared willingness to cross the road to help 
when they saw someone in need. 

What they lacked in wealth, they made up for through 
their generosity of time and actions, prepared to walk 
alongside ordinary people experiencing disadvantage; 
offering a belief in each person and giving all hope that 
better times were ahead.

The above words are particularly salutary for Vincentians 
because they promote our deep connection to the 
messages found in the Gospels. The Gospels are 
the foundation for Catholic Social Teaching principles 
which articulate for us how every person is unique and 
deserving of respect; in turn, Catholic Social Teaching 
gives us a lens through which to assess public policy and 
guide us in our advocacy space. 

Our heritage is a guideline for the Society. It demonstrates 
for us how the Society has strived and continues to strive 
to exemplify our Founders’ charism in a contemporary 
world – always willing and present to give a hand up. n

Blessed Frédéric Ozanam

The time for real reform is now!
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CANONISATIONS

On Sunday 7 September, we celebrated 
the canonisation of Saint Pier Giorgio 
Frassati, a member of the St Vincent de 
Paul Society in Italy, who passed away at 
the age of 24 in July 1925.  

This is significant for us; although other 
Society members have been declared 
Saints, Saint Pier Giorgio is arguably the 
first for whom the Society was a central 
part of his life and his ministry. 

Pier Giorgio Frassati was born in 1901 
in Turin, Italy and grew up with a deep 
faith and a strong prayer life, despite 
his parents’ disapproval. His sister, 
Luciana, described him as representing 
the finest in Christian youth: pure, 
happy, enthusiastic about everything 
that is good and beautiful. From a young age, he wished 
to help others – once as a child, answering the door to 
find a mother begging with her son who had no shoes, he 
removed his shoes and gave them to the child. 

As his faith deepened, he became more enthusiastic in 
living a life of faith in action. At the age of 17, Pier Giorgio 
joined the St Vincent de Paul Society and took any 
opportunity to help the poor, often giving away his bus fare 
for charity and then running home to be on time for meals. 
When Pier Giorgio graduated from high school, his father 
offered him the present of a car or money. Choosing the 
money, he then gave it to the poor. He would even forego 
family vacations away from Turin, saying, “If everybody 
leaves Turin, who will take care of the poor?” 

Seeing his life as one of service, he began studying to 
be a mining engineer, to “serve Christ better among the 
miners”. Pier Giorgio was very socially and politically active, 
as a member of student and political organisations which 
promoted Catholic Social Teaching. 

He was strongly anti-fascist when it was not safe to display 

Saint Pier Giorgio Frassati is our newest saint

such views in Mussolini’s Italy. While in 
a Church-organised demonstration in 
Rome, the police, subjecting the group 
to intimidation and violence, knocked 
a banner out of the hands of another 
student. Pier Giorgio grabbed the 
banner and held it even higher, using the 
banner’s pole to fend off the blows of the 
guards. 

Pier Giorgio was charismatic, handsome 
and athletic. An avid hiker and 
mountaineer, he organised outings in 
the mountains with friends, taking the 
opportunity along the way to lead them 
in prayer and discussions about their 
faith. He encouraged them to join him 
at Mass, reading Scripture, and praying 

the Rosary. A lover of art, music and culture, he also was 
known for his sense of humour and practical jokes, earning 
him the nickname “The Terror”! 

At age 24, Pier Giorgio contracted polio, likely caught from 
the sick people he was visiting. Even on his deathbed his 
thoughts were with those he was assisting. One of his 
final acts was to scribble with a partially paralysed hand a 
message to a Society member, to take medicine to a poor 
sick man he had been visiting. 

A week after falling ill, Pier Giorgio died on 4 July 1925. 
At Pier Giorgio’s funeral, his family were astounded to see 
the city’s streets lined with hundreds of mourners who had 
been unknown to them – the poor of Turin whom he had 
served for the past seven years.  

Today, Saint Pier Giorgio is a Patron of World Youth Day, 
and worldwide Patron of Vincentian Youth.  Described 
by Pope John Paul II as a “Man of the Beatitudes”, 
his embrace of holiness in a spirit of joy, courage and 
selflessness make him a wonderful role model for young 
people and all Vincentians. n

Saint Carlo Acutis: ‘God’s influencer’
Alongside Saint Pier Giorgio, in Rome on 7 September 
Pope Leo XIV also canonised another very young saint – 
Saint Carlo Acutis.  

Carlo Acutis was a British-born Italian, who was only 15 
when he died from leukaemia in Monza, Italy in October 
2006. He was considered, even by adult computer 

engineers, a genius in anything to do with computers. 
Carlo was devoted to the Eucharist from the age of 7, 
never missing an opportunity for daily Mass. He very 
successfully used the internet to draw young people to the 
Eucharist. 

A Patron of World Youth Day and the first millennial saint, 
Saint Carlo is also known as “God’s influencer” and the 
“patron saint of the internet”. n

BY ROHAN SMITH
St Vincent de Paul Society, Victoria
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Our call for fair reform
BY MIRIELLE AUGUSTIN

The Federal Government’s Economic Reform Roundtable 
took place in Canberra from 19 to 21 August, bringing 
together leaders from across the country to explore 
reforms that could shape Australia’s future living standards.

In advance of the roundtable, the St Vincent de Paul 
Society lodged a submission based on the ANU study 
A Fairer Tax and Welfare System 2025, which we 
commissioned earlier this year. Our submission highlighted 
what our Members see every day: that inadequate income 
support and an unfair tax system are driving too many 
people into poverty, housing stress and financial insecurity.

We called for reforms that lift people out of poverty in ways 
that are fair, affordable and sustainable. The ANU modelling 

demonstrates that small, carefully targeted tax changes to 
those with the greatest capacity to contribute could fund 
stronger social security without worsening the budget 
position. By contrast, increasing the GST would hit people 
on the lowest incomes hardest and widen inequality.

At the heart of our advocacy is a simple principle: 
economic reform must serve the common good and 
ensure no one is left behind. Alongside partners such as 
ACOSS, we will continue to press for a stronger safety 
net, adequate income support, and fairer tax settings as 
essential foundations of a more just and compassionate 
Australia. n

Visit vinnies.org.au to read A Fairer Tax and Welfare System 2025 and 
related resources.

Mirielle Augustin is a final year student at the ANU, working with the Policy 
& Advocacy team at the Society’s National Council Secretariate.

SOCIAL JUSTICE

Focus on mental ill-health and homelessness
On Wednesday 13 August 2025, the Australian Catholic 
Bishops Conference launched its 2025 Social Justice 
Statement focussing on the marginalised homeless in 
Australia.

The Statement, titled Signs of Hope on the Edge: Serving 
People Living in Homelessness and Mental Ill-Health, 
marks Social Justice Sunday on 31 August and urges 
each of us to notice, know and serve those who are living 
on the edge of society. 

This year, the Society’s National Policy Director, Rose 
Beynon, participated on the drafting panel and provided 
contributions from the Society’s states and territories. 

The Statement includes Michael’s story, who was assisted 
by Bethlehem House in Hobart. Michael lived on the 
streets for many years and experienced severe depression 
and family tragedy. With accommodation, referrals to 
counselling and support services, and assistance with 
financial management, Michael is in a much better place. 
Getting involved with the community at Bethlehem House 
through a range of activities such as art, sport and cooking 
has also helped to lift Michael’s spirits.

The Statement calls us as Christians to be more mindful 
and compassionate towards Australia’s homeless people 
who live with mental ill-health. Last year, almost 280,000 
people sought the assistance of specialist homelessness 
services, of whom one in three lives with mental ill-health. 
Alarmingly, 300 people are turned away from specialist 
homelessness services every day because they cannot 
meet demand. 

The Statement’s calls for action include increasing 
supported accommodation places and affordable housing, 

improving the integration of mental health services with 
housing and homelessness support, increasing the funding 
of specialist homelessness services, providing tenancy 
support for people with mental ill-health in both social and 
private housing, and raising the rate of income support 
payments, such as JobSeeker.

In Jubilee Year 2025, Pope Francis reminded us that we 
are “Pilgrims of Hope.” This year’s Statement calls us to 
walk with those who are homeless and mentally unwell, 
not just as service providers, but as neighbours and 
friends. n

Read this year’s statement, access a prayer card, download a poster or 
listen to ACBC President Archbishop Timothy Costelloe’s foreword at 
socialjustice.catholic.org.au.

Bishop Tim Harris with Rose Beynon, St Vincent de Paul Society 
National Director, Policy and Research, at the media launch of 
the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference 2025 Social Justice 
Statement at HOME in Queanbeyan, NSW.

http://vinnies.org.au
http://socialjustice.catholic.org.au


Kevin Curry’s remarkable 76-year journey 
with the St Vincent de Paul Society reflects 
a lifelong commitment to compassion and 
community service. From visiting hospital 
patients as a teenager to leading Vinnies 
Victoria as General Secretary, Kevin’s 
dedication has transformed countless lives 
and inspired generations of volunteers.

Now aged 92, Kevin Curry’s journey with the St Vincent de 
Paul Society began early and endured for an extraordinary 
76 years, marked by heartfelt dedication to helping those in 
need.  

Born in 1933 in Sydney, Kevin first joined Vinnies in 1949 
aged 16, while a student at Christian Brothers’ High School, 
Lewisham, NSW. His initial involvement was through the 
school’s Vinnies conference, where he regularly visited 
patients in the local hospital.  

After leaving school, Kevin continued his service with 
the Lewisham Parish Conference, actively participating 
and holding various offices. This instilled in him a deep 
understanding of community needs and the power of 
compassionate action.  

When his career saw him and his growing family move to 
Melbourne in 1962, Kevin’s Vinnies journey continued with 
the East Hampton Conference, where his kindness and 
leadership quickly became valued. 

One of Kevin’s most memorable acts of compassion 
involved a young boy at his son Tony’s school suffering from 
impetigo, a painful and contagious skin infection. The boy 
was socially isolated, but Tony remained his only friend. 
Aware the boy was being raised by a single father unable 
to afford or administer medical care, Kevin arranged for 
treatment and personally cared for him each morning before 
work for ten days, applying the prescribed therapy until 
the boy was healed. This act exemplified Kevin’s hands-on 
approach and empathy for vulnerable individuals. 

In 1968, Kevin was instrumental in re-establishing the St 
Mary’s Hampton Conference, becoming its new President 
and guiding it for five years. He was also directly involved 
in procuring the site for what has become one of Victoria’s 
busiest Vinnies shops. 

Kevin’s continuing commitment led to his appointment as 
General Secretary of Vinnies Victoria in 1990. In this role, he 
oversaw all Vinnies activities across the state, including the 
introduction of computerisation and standardised reporting 
across Vinnies shops state-wide. Despite the organisation’s 
growth, Kevin remained grounded in the Society’s mission, 
ensuring that compassion remained at the heart of service. 

Kevin Curry’s legacy: A lifetime of service with Vinnies

During his tenure, Kevin also initiated practical programs 
such as feeding the homeless with leftover food from the 
nearby railway canteen, turning surplus pies, pasties and 
sandwiches into nourishment for those in need. Anne, his 
wife of 68 years, fondly recalls Kevin staying late to clean up 
after these meals, always happy to go above and beyond.  

As well as providing practical and moral support to her 
husband, Anne also played an active role, including cooking 
dinners for monthly State Council meetings during Kevin’s 
tenure as General Secretary of Vinnies Victoria. 

Together, Kevin and Anne raised nine children and currently 
have 27 grandchildren and 25 great grandchildren. The 
couple has remained in the Hampton area since moving to 
Melbourne 63 years ago. 

Even after retiring as General Secretary in 1997, Kevin 
continued to volunteer. He joined efforts to visit residents 
in inner-city high-rise apartments, often making up to 20 
visits in a day, once a week, alongside fellow volunteer John 
Barry, Kevin’s predecessor as General Secretary Victoria. 
These visits revealed the complex realities of poverty and 
hardship, from households struggling with overcrowding to 
severe pest infestations, yet Kevin remained compassionate, 
caring and committed. 

Kevin returned to local conferences in East Hampton and 
later Highett, where he continued to serve actively until his 
final retirement in June 2025 at the age of 92.  

Reflecting on his decades of service to the Society since 
1949, Kevin said, ‘Vinnies best met what I thought was a 
very worthwhile charity’.  

These simple words capture the essence of a life devoted 
to the Vincentian Way, inspiring those who believe in 
the transformative power of compassion, service and 
volunteering. n

VOLUNTEERING

Kevin Curry, pictured with his wife Anne, has retired as a volunteer 
with the Society after 76 years of service. Photo: Gerry Hanily. 
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Building homes and communities in Victoria

SOCIAL HOUSING

It’s a productive time for St Vincent de Paul Society 
Victoria as its housing arm, VincentCare Community 
Housing, is delivering three much-needed projects under 
the Victorian Government’s Big Housing Build, alongside 
construction partners for each site. 

Located in Wollert, Footscray and Bendigo, these 
projects are not just about building homes; they’re about 
building communities and offering hope to people in 
need. The new homes provide individuals and families 
with stability, the foundation they need to live with 
autonomy, and a place not just to survive, but to thrive.   

Families Move into Wollert

VincentCare Community Housing completed its first 
Big Housing Build project in Wollert, 26 km north of 
Melbourne’s CBD, earlier this year. Nine families are now 
living happily in their brand-new forever homes.

Many of them are single parent families with young 
children who were waiting on the priority list for social 
housing. Some have escaped family violence and have 
faced a very turbulent time through no fault of their own. 
They now have stability and the security of knowing they 
have a safe place to call home.

Part of the larger 89-townhouse ‘Habitas Aurora’ master 
planned community, the nine high-quality townhouses 
have secure garages, spacious living areas, backyards 
and all the modern conveniences. Sustainability 
measures include skylights, double glazing and increased 
insulation to keep power bills lower. The homes are 
near community facilities and next to a conservation 
reserve that provides habitat for birds, lizards, frogs and 
possums.

Footscray Nears Completion

In the heart of urban Footscray, a $53.3 million 
development is nearing completion that will deliver 92 
brand-new apartments. Expected to welcome residents 
in the next month or two, the 18-storey building includes 
one, two and three-bedroom homes alongside a ground-
floor office and resident support space.

Residents will include singles and couples who receive 
the Aged, Disability or Jobseeker payments, singles with 
between one and three children who receive Parenting 
payments, and couples with one or two children who 
receive Jobseeker payments. A minimum of 10% of the 
new housing will be allocated to Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Victorians. 

The building has stunning views over Footscray and 
Flemington Racecourse and is just minutes away from 
the local market, a playground, train stations and shops.

Simon Newport, 
Homes Victoria 
CEO and Jennifer 
Fitzgerald, St 
Vincent de Paul 
Society Victoria CEO 
inspect a brand-new 
kitchen at the Big 
Housing Build in 
Footscray. Images: 
SVdP Victoria.

Residents will 
soon be moving 
into 92 brand-new 
apartments in this 
18-storey building 
in the heart of 
Footscray.

Big Build in Bendigo

In Kennington, Bendigo, 30 ageing units are being replaced 
with 84 new units and townhouses designed specifically for 
Victorians over the age of 55, both individuals and couples. 
There will be 64 one-bedroom and 10 two-bedroom 
apartments, and 10 two-bedroom townhouses.

The development is staged so that current residents can move 
into their new homes once stage 1 is complete in June 2026. 
The existing housing will then be demolished, and stage 2 
will begin in July 2026, with the project due for completion by 
November 2027.

Residents will also enjoy a communal hub with conference 
room, office spaces and kitchen facilities as well as green 
spaces, outdoor areas and car and bicycle storage. n

To find out more, visit vinnies.org.au/vic/services/housing-build
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ANNIVERSARY

Exhibition celebrates Society’s rich 
160-year history in WA
Members, volunteers and staff from across the St Vincent de 
Paul Society WA converged at the St Mary’s Cathedral Crypt 
in Perth on Thursday 14 August for the official opening of the 
160 Year exhibition, which pays homage to the Society’s rich 
history and service in the Western Australian community. 

Thoughtfully curated by the WA Society’s archivist Pauline 
McIntyre, the exhibition showcases historic photographs and 
stories of significant figures and milestones in the Society, 
spanning from its humble beginnings in 1865 to the vital 
services delivered today that further the core mission of 
supporting West Australians in need. 

Flying to Perth to attend the opening were St Vincent 
de Paul Society National President Mark Gaetani and 
National Council Chief Executive Officer Toby oConnor, who 
mingled with State Council Members, executives, staff and 
volunteers. 

The WA Society’s State President Danny Cloghan addressed 
the gathering, encouraging guests to explore the exhibition 
and reflect on its rich history, while also acknowledging the 
modern-day challenges faced by Members, volunteers and 
staff in supporting vulnerable people today.

‘For 160 years, the St Vincent de Paul Society has been 
part of the fabric of WA, standing alongside people in their 
times of greatest need,’ he said. ‘This exhibition is a powerful 

reminder of our rich history of compassion and service, while 
also showcasing the many challenges the Society has faced 
– and managed – over the past 16 decades.’ 

Newly appointed WA CEO Ann Curran also spoke, 
acknowledging 160 years of the organisation delivering vital 
support to vulnerable West Australians. 

‘The incredible body of work that the Society has achieved 
over the past 160 years is a testament to the heart and 
soul of this organisation, which is of course driven by our 
compassionate Members, volunteers and staff,’ she said.

‘We are incredibly proud of the vital support the Society 
has provided since 1865 and will continue to deliver in the 
years to come. Acknowledging our wonderfully rich history 
reminds us that, while times have changed, our mission 
to seek social justice and help those in need remains 
unchanged.’

Mr Gaetani thanked the Members, volunteers and staff for 
their tireless efforts to help those in need.

‘As we honour the Society’s 160-year history in WA and look 
ahead, let us celebrate those achievements, continue our 
mission, and strive for a fairer Australia for all.’ 

Marking the official start of more celebratory events to be 
held by the Society in October, the 160 Year exhibition 
continues at the Crypt until the end of the year. n

St Vincent de Paul Society National 
CEO Toby oConnor, WA State 
President Danny Coghlan, WA CEO 
Ann Curran and National President 
Mark Gaetani at celebrations 
in Perth on 14 August to mark 
160 years of the Society in WA. 
Photo courtesy St Vincent de Paul 
Society WA.
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APPOINTMENTS

St Vincent de 
Paul Society WA 
appoints new CEO

After a rigorous recruitment process, 
St Vincent de Paul Society WA former 
Executive Manager of Business Service 
Ann Curran has been announced as the 
new Chief Executive Officer. Ann steps into 
the role following the retirement of former 
CEO Susan Rooney, who retired in July 
after eight years at the helm. 

Joining the Society in WA in 2018, Ann 
was acting in the CEO role until her official 
appointment was announced by St Vincent 
de Paul Society WA’s State President 
Danny Cloghan on 7 August.

Ann said it was her ‘deep commitment to social justice’ 
that inspired her to join the Society.

‘Growing up in a small village in Ireland, I learned that a 
community is best measured by how it cares for those 
who are most vulnerable and in need of assistance,’ 
she said. 

‘The St Vincent de Paul Society has a long history of caring 
for the most vulnerable in our WA community, delivering 
material assistance and specialist programs and services 
with hope, dignity, and connection.’

When asked about her vision for the Society in WA and the 
community it supports, Ann’s answer was simple: ‘As CEO, 
my vision is for more just and compassionate society.’

WA State President Danny said Ann’s appointment was 
the right fit for the organisation.

‘The State Council has absolute confidence in Ann’s ability 
to lead the Society through its next chapter,’ he said. 
‘Over the past seven years, she has demonstrated a deep 
understanding of our mission and operations, combined 
with a strong strategic mindset and a values-driven 
approach to leadership.

‘Now as CEO, she brings both continuity and renewed 
vision, qualities that will be instrumental as we grow our 
impact and respond to the increasing complexity of need 
in our community.’ n

Blue skies: New St Vincent de Paul Society WA CEO Ann Curran 
with State President Danny Cloghan. Photo St Vincent de Paul 
Society WA.

Oceania’s new International Territorial Vice-President

Paul Trezise has been appointed the St Vincent de Paul Society’s International 
Territorial Vice President for Oceania, where he will support and connect National 
Councils across the region, including Australia, the Federated States of Micronesia, 
Fiji, Kiribati, New Zealand, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Timor-Leste, Tonga and 
Vanuatu.

Drawing on decades of service with the Society, Paul says he is honoured to 
continue its mission of justice and compassion, inspired by the friendships and 
experiences that have shaped his enduring Vincentian journey.

Read the full story at vinnies.link/record-spring-2025 or scan the QR code.
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June marked a historic moment in St Vincent de Paul 
Society Queensland’s 130-year legacy as we officially 
broke ground on the first of the state’s significant projects 
to build 500 new homes for Queenslanders in need. 

On Thursday 5 June 2025, we hosted a sod-turning 
ceremony at the Nerang site on the Gold Coast, where 60 
social and affordable housing units will soon take shape. 

More than 60 staff, supporters and special guests 
attended the event, joined by our construction partners 
GFG Projects and Plus Architecture, who led the site’s 
design.  

Vinnies Housing Chair, Dennis Innes, opened the 
proceedings, followed by speeches from The Hon. Samuel 
O’Connor, Minister for Housing and Public Works and 
Minister for Youth, Colin Wheeler, representing the Vinnies 
CEO Sleepout Ambassadors, and Kevin Mercer, St Vincent 
de Paul Society Queensland CEO.  

‘Starting with 60 units in Nerang, this initiative is about 
more than providing a roof – it’s about creating safe, 
affordable homes and offering wrap-around support to 
help residents build a better future,’ Mr Mercer said of the 
500 Homes program. 

The Queensland Government is co-funding the 500 
Homes project at Nerang, along with developments in 
Toowoomba (27 units) and Bundaberg (60 units), which will 
also break ground later this year. Funds raised through the 

After 100 years of supporting the Southport community, 
each day is still full of surprises for the Members of the 
Guardian Angels Conference on Queensland’s Gold Coast. 

‘We just recently had a visit from a familiar face, a 
Companion who had been coming to us for help for over 
17 years,’ said President Carolyn Anderson, who helped 
coordinate the Conference’s recent centenary celebration 
Mass and dinner.  

‘She had spent the last five years living on the street. This 
time, she wasn’t there to ask for help – she wanted to tell 
us that she had finally found a place to live and wanted to 
thank us for all the support we had provided her over the 
years,’ Carolyn said. 

‘Being a Vincentian can be challenging, but it’s a privilege 
that I don’t take lightly. It’s difficult to hear stories like hers 
and not be humbled by the role you play.’ 

The Southport Conference has Members ranging from 18 
to 90 years old, with one gentleman still active after 37 years 
with the Conference.  

Carolyn said that times were getting tougher for their 

SOCIAL HOUSING

Breaking Ground on the First of 500 Homes in Queensland

Southport celebrates 100 years of community support

annual Vinnies CEO Sleepout have been vital in securing 
land and capital for these projects. 

Once construction is complete, Vinnies Housing will manage 
the Nerang complex and provide wrap-around support 
to residents, helping them transition out of homelessness 
and reconnect with the community.  We look forward to 
welcoming the first residents in mid-2026. n

Companions, but the Conference would continue to support 
people in need however it could. 

In the previous financial year, the Southport Conference 
helped more than 2,300 locals directly or indirectly, and 
provided over $100,000 worth of vouchers, food and  
other support. n

At the Nerang site (from left): Kevin Mercer, The Hon. Sam 
O’Connor (Queensland Government), Jack Gardner (GFG 
Projects), Patricia McMahon, Sharon Shearsmith, and  
Dennis Innes. Photo: St Vincent de Paul Society Queensland.

The original Guardian Angels Church in Southport, Queensland. 
The St Vincent de Paul Society’s Guardian Angels Conference is 
celebrating its centenary in 2025.

12   T H E  R E C O R D  |  S P R I N G  2 0 2 5



At the Department of Home Affairs Refugee Event on 
20 June 2025 in Canberra, marking 50 years since 
Vietnamese refugees arrived in Australia, Dr Tim 
McKenna, Chair of the Vincentian Refugee Network, 
reflected on the evolution of refugee support. 

His address highlighted how community spirit, 
collaboration, and government support helped shape a 
successful settlement model – lessons as relevant today 
as they were five decades ago.

Dr McKenna recalled his early days volunteering in 
Canberra when the Indo-China Refugee Association 
(ICRA) launched Operation Camplift, circa 1979.

‘Under Camplift, refugee families flew directly from 
the camps in South-East Asia to Canberra, staying 
in hostels here, until medical checks were completed 
before an ICRA community host group found them 
accommodation,’ he said. ‘These host groups also 
provided furniture and other household necessities, 
helped find employment, oriented the family to the 
Canberra community, gave modest financial assistance 
and offered friendship.’

This hands-on, personal support helped refugees to feel 
welcomed and settled.

Education was also a vital part of early integration. 
‘English as a Second Language classes were available 
for adults at TAFE institutions, where my wife Margot 
taught them, and for children at public high schools,’ 
Dr McKenna said.

Meanwhile, things began evolving at a national level.

‘In mid-1975, Ted and Eileen Bacon set up a Vinnies 
group to assist Indo-Chinese refugees arriving at the 
Sydney hostels,’ he said. ‘Volunteers worked out of  
a shed at each hostel, giving similar support to  
refugees that the Society provided, and still provides,  
to any Australian.’

REFUGEES

Lessons for 
refugee support: 
Insights from  
Dr Tim McKenna

Recognising the need to continue supporting refugees 
once they left the hostels, the Society established a 
national refugee committee in early 1978. 

‘The Catholic Bishops helped, by issuing a statement in 
May of that year, asking each parish to help at least one 
refugee family,’ Dr McKenna said.

‘In 15 years, we housed and supported at least 10,000 
refugees, mostly from Vietnam.’

This effort involved cooperation with Catholic religious 
orders, the Australian Council of Churches, the Uniting 
Church, the Salvos, the Baptist Union of NSW, Red 
Cross, Smith Family and ICRA.

He quoted Ted Bacon, writing in 1978: ‘It is my firm 
conviction that settlement by church parishes and 
other community organisations is not only practical but 
necessary’.

While grassroots support was essential, Dr McKenna 
stressed the need for government involvement: ‘This 
community effort needed and received Australian 
Government leadership and support, helped by  
bipartisan agreement.’ 

This collaboration between community organisations and 
government underpinned the success of the Vietnamese 
refugee program, and current approaches must reflect 
and learn from the past, he reflected.

Dr McKenna also highlighted how the early work laid the 
groundwork for the Society’s ongoing refugee support 
and advocacy. 

‘For Vinnies, the great work done at that time formed the 
basis for our ongoing work for refugees and for the more 
complex cases of people seeking asylum today,’ he said. 

As Australia faces new waves of displacement globally, 
these lessons from the Vietnamese refugee experience 
shared by Dr McKenna, offer a blueprint for compassion, 
inclusion, and shared responsibility. n

Chair of the Vincentian Refugee Network, Tim McKenna (right) at the Home Affairs 
Refugee Week event with, among others, Governor-General of Australia, Her Excellency 
Sam Mostyn (back row, centre), and Member for Canberra, Alicia Payne MP (left). Photo 
courtesy Alicia Payne MP.
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Anti-Poverty Week is an opportunity to examine and  
reflect on what poverty looks like in Australia for children, 
people who are experiencing homelessness and housing 
stress, as well as those receiving income support. The 
week runs from Saturday 12 October to Sunday 18 
October and will include the release of key reports from 
Foodbank, Anglicare Australia and Australian Council of 
Social Service (ACOSS).

The St Vincent de Paul Society National Council continues 
as a major sponsor of Anti-Poverty Week (APW) in 2025. 
The Society’s Canberra-Goulburn CEO Lucy Hohnen is 
an ACT co-chair with support from Social Justice & Policy 
Coordinator Kwadwo Owusu. And the Society’s Tasmania 
CEO Heather Kent is a co-chair in that state with support 
from Fundraising and Marketing Manager Karen Ahern.

‘During Anti-Poverty Week this year we continue to say 
poverty exists in Australia and we can all do something 
about it,’ said APW National Director Mark Jeffery. ‘Each 
state and territory is working to hold events that raise 
awareness about poverty and advocate to end it.

‘The St Vincent de Paul Society across Australia is actively 
involved in Anti-Poverty Week this year. More importantly, 
the Society is working to address poverty and provide 
support to the millions of Australians affected by it.

‘Anti-Poverty Week is a success each year only because of 

ANTI-POVERTY WEEK

Focus on children, 
people on income 
support, housing and 
homelessness

more than one hundred organisations throughout Australia 
that work to raise awareness and host events in every 
state and territory,’ Mark said.

Mark began as National Director of Anti-Poverty Week 
last year after organising activities in Queensland and 
working on the state facilitating group over many years. 
He has worked as a media and communications manager 
across the not-for-profit sector, including at Peak Care 
Queensland and QCOSS. 

He has worked for many other not for profit and 
community groups to address poverty and disadvantage. 
His experience as a journalist and producer with the ABC, 
commercial media outlets and publications builds on his 
connections throughout Australia to lead Anti-Poverty 
Week. n

Anti-Poverty Week National Director Mark Jeffery.

Mystery donation 
sparks great idea 

A mystery donation of suits 
inspired Vinnies staff to 
launch Queensland’s first “St 
Vincent de Formal” sale on the 
Sunshine Coast, where hundreds 
of students accessed affordable, 
stylish formalwear, raising nearly 
$3,000 in just two hours and 
sparking plans for future events. 

Read the full story at  
vinnies.link/record-spring-2025  
or scan the QR code.
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In July, two members of the Overseas Partnerships 
Program Standing Committee travelled to Malaysia, 
Cambodia and Thailand to strengthen our Twinning 
relationships with partner countries. Twinning is a 
partnership between two Conferences or Councils,  
one in Australia and one overseas with less access to 
resources, that consist of sharing in prayer, friendship  
and material resources.

Mike Reynolds (a Member from NSW and the National 
Twinning Officer) and Anita Williams (a Member from 
Victoria and the National Assist A Student Coordinator) 
were invited to attend the 2025 Asia National Council 
Presidents’ Seminar, held in Malaysia. 

Seminar attendees included representatives from 
the Society in countries Australia partners with 
through the Twinning and Assist A Student programs, 
including Cambodia, India, Indonesia, Laos, Myanmar, 
Philippines and Thailand. Additionally, there were Society 
representatives from Bangladesh, Brunei, Hong Kong, 
Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Mongolia, Nepal, Pakistan, 
Singapore, Sri Lanka, Taiwan and Vietnam.

The purpose of the seminar was to better equip National 
Presidents and key leaders in leading their Conferences, 
and to provide a platform for connection, building a spirit 
of fraternity, unity and collaboration – echoing the vision of 
the Society’s founders in serving those in need with love 
and humility. The topics discussed included revitalisation 
of Conferences, youth, leadership, safeguarding, 
and Twinning. A number of countries were given the 
opportunity to share information about their Good Works 
and there was a lot of time for networking. 

‘The seminar was an important opportunity to come 
together as one, in our shared Vincentian spirituality. It 
was great to speak directly with and spend time sharing 
with the countries which we are Twinned – to learn about 
their works and understand their challenges,’ Anita said. 
For Mike, his biggest takeaway from the Seminar was the 
‘solidarity that is within the Society; there were so many 
people coming together from different backgrounds under 
one Christian message.’

A highlight for Mike was hearing the extraordinary stories 
of Members in other countries where the Members 
themselves have experienced oppression due to their 
geopolitical situation or where they financially and materially 
do not have a lot themselves but found a way to help 
those in need. But, he said, ‘seeing them all together with 
so much positivity is encouraging.’

Following on from the seminar, Anita and Mike travelled 

OVERSEAS PARTNERSHIPS PROGRAM

Strengthening 
Twinning Relationships 
Across Asia

to Cambodia and Thailand and met with members of the 
National Councils there. The purpose of these additional 
visits was to strengthen the Twinning relationship with 
these countries and to learn more about their works. 

In both Cambodia and Thailand, they we able to meet 
with local Members and hear about the works they do. 
In Thailand, Anita and Mike joined local Members on their 
home visits. They were also able to see the impact of 
Projects funded by Twinned Conferences in Australia.

In Cambodia, Anita and Mike met students who have 
had their education needs supported through the Assist 
A Student program. Anita reflected on this experience, 
‘Assist A Student has a significant and meaningful impact 
for the students and their families. The students we met 
shared that they enjoy going to school.’ The Assist A 
Student program is providing greater opportunities for 
students to engage in their education.

Some of the key takeaways for Anita and Mike were 
understanding some of the specific needs of Members in 
partner countries and the people they assist. Mike said, 
‘they’re working really hard in other countries. They’re 
committed to the Vincentian spirit and helping others. They 
enjoy the opportunities that arise through Twinning. They 
look forward to communicating with their Twins, praying for 
them, and working with the financial assistance given to 
them for the betterment of others.’ 

They encouraged Members in Australia to look for 
opportunities to foster stronger communication between 
Twinned Conferences and Councils. Anita echoed Mike’s 
sentiments stating, ‘with Twinning it can be easy as a 
Conference Member to focus on the money that we 
send to a Twin. However, as Vincentians we know that 
relationships and knowing someone on a personal level 
is just as important. The shared correspondence, the 
prayer and solidarity are important to our Twins. Just as 
we should look for Jesus in the poor, we can see the Holy 
Spirit in the Society.’ n

Mike Reynolds (third from left) and Anita Williams (third from right) 
meet with Members of Thailand National Council.

Scan the QR code or visit 
vinnies.link/assistastudent 
to learn more about the 
Assist A Student program.
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In his letters, Blessed Frédéric Ozanam voiced his wish 
for all young people to be united in head and heart 
in charitable work throughout France as a generous 
association for the relief of the common people. That  
same spirit was alive in Rome this year as young 
Vincentians from around the world gathered to share  
faith, fraternity and vision for the future of the Society.

The 3rd International Meeting of Vincentian Youth took 
place from 28 to 30 July 2025, coinciding with the Jubilee 
Year in Rome. The meeting, titled “Faith that Inspires, 
Love that Transforms,” gathered 110 youth delegates 
from across the world, including six delegates from the 
Oceania region – Solomon Islands, Tonga, Kiribati, Samoa 
and Australia – supported by the Oceania Territory Youth 
Coordinator. Representing Australia were Ashley Carvalho 
(National Youth Representative) and Lachlan Dent (Deputy 
National Youth Representative).

The gathering was an opportunity to live out Frédéric’s 
vision, bringing together young people united by the 
Vincentian charism. Delegates participated in workshops 
and roundtables designed to inspire both head and heart. 
Sessions explored practical topics such as supporting 
the growth of youth committees, discovering new ways 
of recruitment, sharing stories through social media, and 
reflecting on how young people are responding with new 
forms of charity.

Other reflections looked at the importance of national 
youth coordinators as models of inspiration. Participants 
were reminded that Vincentians are called to have a 
mind that plans with a heart that serves – dreaming and 
organising, while never losing the flame of charity and 
compassion. Throughout the gathering, International 
President Juan Manuel Buergo Gómez was a supportive 

COVER STORY

Australian Young 
Vincentians Join Global 
Gathering in Rome

presence. His active involvement affirmed how much the 
International Council values the vision and leadership of 
young people. 

Ashley and Lachlan journeyed alongside fellow Oceania 
delegates, sharing their experiences of the Society 
in Australia while learning about the rich cultures and 
contexts of our neighbouring countries. This strengthened 
a sense of fraternity within the region and deepened 
appreciation for the shared mission that unites  
Vincentians worldwide.

The gathering was also a time of prayer and pilgrimage. 
Delegates took part in the Jubilee of Youth activities, 
joining thousands of young pilgrims from across the globe. 
Together they walked through the Holy Doors, including at 
the Basilica of St Mary Major where Pope Francis is buried, 
and some attended Sunday Mass celebrated by Pope 
Leo XIV. At this mass, the Pope reminded everyone that 
“We are not made for a life where everything is taken for 
granted and static, but for an existence that is constantly 
renewed through gift of self in love.” 

A particular highlight for Ashley and Lachlan was visiting 
the tombs of Blessed Carlo Acutis and Blessed Pier 
Giorgio Frassati, two young Vincentians whose lives of faith 
and service continue to inspire. Both will be canonised on 
7 September 2025, offering the Church and the Society 
shining examples of how young people can live holiness 
with joy and courage. 

Now back in Australia, Ashley and Lachlan are eager to 
share their learnings with youth networks and the wider 
Society. They are deeply grateful for the opportunity 
to travel to Rome, to witness the vitality of the Society 
worldwide, and to contribute Australia’s voice to the 
conversation. n

Australian delegates Lachlan Dent (left) and Ashley 
Carvalho (right) with the International President 
Juan Manuel Buergo Gómez.

110 youth delegates from across the world attended the 3rd International 
Meeting of Vincentian Youth in Rome, 28-30 July 2025. Photos supplied by 
Ashley Carvalho and Lachlan Dent.
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