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St Vincent de Paul Society National Council of Australia 
acknowledges the traditional custodians of country 

throughout Australia; recognises their continuing 
connection to land, waters and culture and community; 

and pays its respect to elders past, present and emerging.

Every day, across the country, we help 
people in need. We distribute over $50 
million each year in emergency relief to help 
people meet their food, clothing, 
accommodation, transport and medical 
costs. We also provide housing and support 
services, and assist communities impacted 
by natural disasters.
We could not do this work without the 
generosity of everyday Australians, whether 
that is by donating goods, helping out at a 
Vinnies shop or centre, or visiting people in 
need.
If you would like to get involved with the 
Society’s activities, visit our website to find 
out more (vinnies.org.au)
If you need help call 13 18 12.



COMBATTING HOMELESSNESS, INCREASING 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING

 
•	 Treat housing as a human right
•	 Restore and expand social and affordable 

housing
•	 Properly fund specialist homelessness 

services
•	 Make rental markets fair and secure
•	 Reform the tax and investment system
•	 Implement incentives that encourage use of 

vacant residential property and land, 
transition to a broad-based land tax and 
mandate inclusionary zoning

•	 Prioritise prevention, early intervention and 
housing first services

UPHOLDING THE RIGHTS OF REFUGEES AND 
PEOPLE SEEKING ASYLUM

•	 Provide an adequate safety net for all 
people seeking asylum

•	 Resettle all people still subject to offshore 
detention

•	 Increase Australia’s Humanitarian Program 
and make complementary pathways 
additional

•	 Implement an emergency humanitarian 
response framework

•	 Reform the family reunion process
•	 End indefinite detention
•	 Establish a Royal Commission into 

offshore and onshore detention

BUILDING A ROBUST SAFETY NET

•	 Increase the base rate of working age 
payments

•	 Index income support payments biannually  
in line with wage growth or CPI

•	 Increase the earnings threshold of income 
support recipients

•	 Increase the base rate of family and  
domestic violence payments

•	 Reform the Targeted Compliance Framework

PROVIDING FAIR, SECURE AND FULL 
EMPLOYMENT FOR ALL

•	 Fully implement the Select Committee’s Final 
Report on Workforce Australia Employment 
Services 

•	 Assist the underemployed and the  
long-term unemployed

•	 Implement a Full Employment Strategy

IMPLEMENTING A FAIRER TAXATION AND 
WELFARE SYSTEM

•	 Change the way superannuation is taxed 
for high-income, high-wealth households to 
increase working age payments including 
JobSeeker, Youth Allowance, Parenting 
Payment (Single & Partnered) to 90 per cent  
of the Age Pension and Commonwealth  
Rent Assistance.

•	 This would:
•	 Lift almost 600,000 people out of poverty
•	 Increase the superannuation balances of 

around 90 per cent of retirees 
•	 High-income, high-wealth households would 

only have to pay a modest increase in tax of 
between $3,000 to $4,500 per year.

EMPOWERING ABORIGINAL AND  
TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER PEOPLES

 
•	 Fully implement the Uluru Statement from 

the Heart agenda
•	 Fully implement the National Agreement on 

Closing the Gap
•	 Increase community-led programs that 

support justice reinvestment and keep 
children safe

GIVING CHILDREN THE BEST START AND 
OPPORTUNITIES IN LIFE

•	 Measure child poverty and set a target
•	 Make the wellbeing of children a Cabinet 

priority
•	 Raise the age of criminal responsibility to  

14 years in all jurisdictions

MAKING ENERGY ACCESSIBLE TO ALL

•	 Increase targeted funding of energy 
upgrades and bill relief

•	 Support low-income households shift to a 
digital energy market

•	 Increase consumer protections
•	 Increase digital literacy

ENDING GAMBLING HARM

•	 End the gambling harm of children and 
young people and fully implement the 
2023 Parliamentary Report, You win some, 
you lose more

•	 Phase out advertising of online gambling
•	 Ban online gambling inducements
•	 Implement greater consumer protections


