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In the past few months we have been very busy with the commencement
and induction of the new St Vincent de Paul Society (Tas) Board,
including work to have the 2025/26 budget approved and
commencement of work in developing our next Strategic Plan too.

As previously communicated on a number of occasions, the Society’s
are i ingly b ling more complex, particularly in an
environment that is subject to greater regulatory compliance.

This new structure had been planned for a number of years and it is
exciting to have it up and running, working with State Council in steering
the Society’s works in an increasingly challenging environment.

The new company structure allows independent qualified Directors to be
appointed to the Board, along with State Council members, to ensure
corporate knowledge is expanded and retained. This has proven to be
beneficial immediately.

The Board is:

Myself as Chair and State President

Kelly Walker as Treasurer from 1 July (also State Council member)
Rosie Caelli (also State Council member)

Terry Kay (also State Council member)

Melodee Estcourt (also State Council member)

David Catchpole

Belinda Witter

Julia Higgins

Under our constitution, the Board will meet twice annually with the State
Council, including at the AGM to connect with members and ensure that
Society efforts, direction and strategies remain aligned. The Board will
also meet separately during the year to attend to business such as
governance, finances, risk and implementation of the business and
commercial dimensions of the State Council’s strategic plans.

Moving responsibility for running of the Society’s business and
commercial operations to the Company Limited by Guarantee Board will
give the State Council an opportunity to concentrate on the key areas of
the Society’s mission, together with key areas including membership,
welfare and advocacy.

Thank you to everyone who has been involved in this project for a
number of years. It has been a lot of work to get it into place and it sets
the Society up for success long into the future.

| would like to publicly recognise and thank Kersti Evans for her
contribution to the Society over the past 9 years. Kersti joined the
Finance committee in June 2016, became the Chair of the committee at
the start of 2019, was appointed as Treasurer to State Council in
February 2022, as well as on the new Board when it was formed earlier
this year. Kersti retired from her role at the end of June. | am going to
miss you Kersti — thank you for everything that you have done for us over
the past 9 years!

Corey McGrath
State President

From the State CEO




More warmth needed this winter

Demand for our services is soaring, with requests for emergency relief in late
autumn climbing 18 percent and the onset of bitter winter weather driving that
figure even higher.

The spike in need is hitting every corner of the state and we are renewing the
call for urgent donations to the 2025 Winter Appeal so individuals and families
facing vulnerability and even homelessness can stay warm and work toward
stability.

Our wonderful members and volunteers who deliver emergency relief are telling
stories of parents sleeping in cars with children, young people couch surfing
and older Tasmanians choosing between heating and food.

When temperatures plummet, a warm blanket or one night of safe shelter is not
a luxury; it’s a lifeline.

More than 5,000 people sit on Tasmania’s social housing waitlist, nearly 4,000
of whom are already homeless or in temporary accommodation.

One in 86 Tasmanians is now seeking assistance from homelessness services,
the highest rate in Australia.

The difficult reality is that while our members and volunteers do whatever it
takes to support those experiencing urgent need, we cannot keep pace without
community backing.

A donation to the Winter Appeal can assist in payment of an overdue power bill,
stock a family’s pantry, or provide emergency accommodation on a freezing
night.

It can be the difference between coping and crisis.

Funds raised directly go to food hampers and vouchers, rent and utility support,
prescription costs, warm clothing and blankets and critical accommodation
services and food vans statewide.

Over the past twelve months, donor generosity has enabled us to distribute
more than 32,000 meals and assist hundreds of households into short term
shelter.

Every winter Tasmanians open their hearts, and every winter the need grows. A
gift of fifty dollars buys warm bedding; one hundred dollars fills a food hamper;
two hundred and fifty dollars can fund a night of safe refuge.

Together we can make sure no one is left in the cold.

Donations can be made online at vinnies.org.au/tas, by phoning 13 18 12 or in
person at any Vinnies store or hub across the state.

Heather Kent
State CEO

DONATE TO THE WINTER APPEAL

TasRail CEO Sleepout Reflection

On 18 June, 51 business and community leaders across Tasmania spent a
night sleeping rough as part of the Vinnies CEQ Sleepout.

It was a cold and uncomfortable night, but one that had a profound impact on
those in attendance.

Thank you to the staff, members, volunteers and brave participants for the huge
effort to make the night a success across two locations — Mystate Bank Arena
in Hobart and University of Tasmania Stadium in Launceston.

One person that was particularly touched by the experience was TasRail CEO,
Steven Dietrich, who shared his experience of Launceston’s sleepout in the
TasRail newsletter.

Steven has kindly allowed us to share his words below:

Well, what a night! | certainly experienced insight into what it is like to be
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who have experienced homelessness.
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Cut a long story short but one that sticks with me was when a single Mum
spoke of losing her rental home in Hobart, then moving from one form of
accommodation to another with three kids, and ultimately all her children being
removed from her custody.

Absolutely heartbreaking stuff. It wasn't until she reached out to Vinnies, which
helped her find support and stable safe accommodation, that she was able to
turn her life around and regain access to her children.

There are so many stories like this one. We don't realise how close we can be
to finding ourselves in a difficult situation through no fault of our own.

As to my sleep on the concrete grandstand in Launceston’s UTAS Stadium with
my cardboard sheet as a mattress and another placed above on the seat
aisles, it was a very restless and eventful night with not a lot of sleep. | was
okay with the cold, and even the concrete floor, but all the disturbances one
experiences when sleeping rough... my goodness.

| have committed to do it again next year on Thursday, 18 June 2026.
The funds we have raised to date will support Vinnies with:

« 21 individual support programs

* 57 beds

* 229 meals for Tasmanians doing it tough.
That’s remarkable. I’'m humbled by the generosity and, again, thank you.

- Steven Dietrich, CEQ of TasRail

We are currently sitting at just under $95,000 of money raised this year, and it
would be great to hit the $100,000 mark. There is still time to donate, visit the
link below to donate before 31 July.

DONATE TO THE CEO SLEEPOUT

Homelessness
Awareness Week events

This year, Homelessness Awareness Week is running from Monday 4 August to
Sunday 10 August, and the St Vincent de Paul Society is hosting events across
Tasmania to show solidarity and support for those experiencing homelessness.

In Hobart we are hosting an Awareness and Advocacy Breakfast at 7:30am on
Tuesday 5 August at Legacy Park on the Domain. We will hear from guest
speakers calling for serious action to support Tasmanians experiencing and at
risk of experiencing homelessness. Anyone is welcome to join us.

In Launceston and Burnie we will be hosting community walks in collaboration
with Shelter TAS, City Mission and the Salvation Army.

In Launceston we will be walking at 10:30am on Wednesday 6 August from City
Park Rotunda to Royal Park where we will have moming tea thanks to the City
Mission Snag Chat Van, Salvation Army Street Beat Van, and the Vinnies Van.

In Burnie we will be walking at 12.00pm on Thursday 7 August from Oakleigh
Park to the Burnie Foreshore, where we will have guest speakers and a free
BBQ.

We encourage you to attend one of our events and help raise awareness for
Tasmanians experiencing homelessness.

Bethlehem House
Appreciation Day




In July, Bethlehem House hosted an Appreciation Day to celebrate the
volunteers, donors and staff that support men experiencing crisis and
homelessness at this site in central Hobart.

The appreciation day featured speeches from the Bethlehem House staff, St
Vincent de Paul Society members and current and former residents, along with
refreshments and live music.

“Bethlehem House is spread across two locations, one that supplies crisis and
transitional accommodation, and the other is supported accommodation for
men experiencing homelessness who require longer term tenancy,” Bethlehem
House Executive Manager Stephen Shreeve said.

“We do a lot more than just a bed and a meal. We have a case management
model and approach that helps the men set and work towards their goals. We
also have facilities like our workshop, where residents can learn new skills.”
Current resident Michael said that his time at Bethlehem House had helped him
get back on track and change his life.

“Since coming to Beth House, the last 12 months have been the best I've felt in
four years,” he said.

“Coming into this place was a bit daunting, but once | got in, it was a huge relief
to know that | was taking that step to become a better person.

“I have come leaps and bounds since coming here, and my kids have said that
I'm just glowing.”

The Appreciation Day gave residents and staff the opportunity to thank the
people and organisations that have helped Bethlehem House become the
sanctuary it is today.

“It was a real opportunity to thank the supporters that have helped us through
financial donations and volunteering, including Homes Tasmania who provide a
lot of our funding,” Stephen said.

“This celebration was also a chance for us to present our Bethlehem House
award to Father Graeme Howard, for 53 years of service to Bethlehem House.”

Father Graeme was pivotal in the opening of Bethlehem House back in 1972,
and in has been a constant source of support, assistance and friendship for the
residents through his regular weekly visits.

To thank him for his years of service, the Bethlehem House residents hand
made a plaque out of Huon pine and presented it to him.
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Contact us with your thoughts or ideas

We'd love to hear from you! If you have any thoughts or ideas that were
sparked from Vinnies Voice, reach out
to vinniesvoice@vinniestas.org.au to have your own voice heard.

CONTACT US

St Vincent de Paul Society - Tasmania 191 Invermay Road Invermay, TAS 7248
©20261 Al rights reserved.

Unsubscribe.




