Asylum Seekers and Refugees

PUSH AND PULL FACTORS

The movement of asylum seekers and refugees can be explained by ‘push and pull’
factors. A push factor is something that forces a person to leave a country. A pull factor
is something that encourages a person to seek asylum in a particular country.

Read through the ‘African Refugee Crisis’ (page 28) and ‘Environmental/Climate Change
Refugees’(page 27) sections of the factbook and complete the following activities.

1. Fill in the table below, identifying what environmental, social and economic
factors might pull an asylum seeker to Australia.
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2. What are the major push factors that cause asylum seekers/refugees to flee
their countries? Use the cluster diagram below to identify the push factors and
list three specific examples of each factor.
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