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125 Year Anniversary of the Society of St Vincent de Paul in
Tasmania

Thank you to everyone who was able to attend the celebrations in
Launceston, the location of our first Conference in Tasmania, on
Thursday 26 September. Feedback received from the many members,
staff and volunteers who attended confirmed the success of all activities
that marked the significance of this occasion, which was timed to
coincide with our annual Founders Day event.

As described to those present on the day, this was just the beginning of a
year of celebrations, and we are looking forward to continuing these with
regional activities planned to start in February 2025.

As also outlined on the day by Vincentian member and noted historian,
Dr Nick Brodie, during the course of the coming twelve months we will
engage in a history-gathering project designed to capture key moments
and memories from the past 125 years.

| strongly encourage you to visit the website where you will discover
more, particularly details around how you can share your stories about
the Society, including any historical material you may have. Please take
the time to visit and share the important snippets of times past, helping to
build a picture of our history. We look forward to taking this chance to
record more about the good works of those that came before in serving



our community statewide during this year-long project.

Our Good Works

Review of Amendments to The Rule Part lll

Feedback from all States and itori i to be di ata
national level as the process of review continues to unfold. Further
details around this key initiative of National Council, including the drafting
process to date, can be found here.

Emergency Relief Principles and Guidelines

The Guidelines are now being implemented across the state and | ask
that you share any feedback you have in relation to these with your
Regional Youth & Community Manager, Regional President or myself.

Additional Funding for Vinnies and Loui's Vans

In its recent budget, the Tasmanian Government has announced an
increase to our funding for the Food Vans across the state for the next
two years. This extends the previous grant for the Southern Region’s
Loui’s Van to encompass the Vinnies Van services across the North and
North West.

Company Limited by Guarantee

The process for the proposed transition from an Incorporated Association
to a Company Limited by Guarantee continues to progress toward our
AGM when this will be considered for adoption by State Council. |
encourage you to view the resources on the Vintranet and to please
reach out if you have any questions.

Mill Lane Project, Glenorchy

Vos Construction and Joinery Pty Ltd have taken possession of this site
and commenced works. Completion of Stage 1 is expected in June 2025
and Stage 2 in August 2025. We are also excited to be working closely
with the Glenorchy City Council in our planning, as we prepare to
become an active member of the broader community in the northern
suburbs through a variety of SVDP Tas programs and services.

Argyle Street Project, Hobart

SVDP Tas and SVDP Housing Australia have worked closely with the
Hobart City Council to gain agreement around our proposed
development, funded by the Federal Government, with administration
through Homes Tasmania. While discussions with near neighbours
continue, we are also advancing our work with architects, Maguire +
Devine, and Vos Construction and Joinery, progressing our plans for
development on this site to construct 38 studio apartments as transitional
housing for women over 55 years of age.

Warwick Street Project, Hobart




The site in Warwick Street, Hobart, that was formerly Bethlehem House
has been given a new purpose. The Tasmanian State Government, as
part of its 2024-25 State Budget, approved funding for operational costs
for the project, supplementing additional financial support provided by the
Select Foundation to undertake the minor works to transform the building
so that it can become a safe and welcoming space for women
experiencing homelessness.

In conjunction with Hobart City Mission, the Society will operate a
transitional housing program for up to 40 women at any point in time over
the course of the next three years until a full redevelopment of the site is
planned. At that time, and working with SVDP Housing Australia, we
envisage a more contemporary structure can be developed on the site to
provide suitable accommodation for women over decades to come in this
ideal inner-city location.

The Select Foundation is a key benefactor for this “meanwhile use”
project and, through its gift of $1m, the Society was able to purchase the
accommodation pods which have been located on this site since 2000. In
addition, the Select Foundation will also assist with the minor
r i costs i with ing the building, working
with Housing All Australians to ensure that the former Bethlehem House
service for men can be re-opened to welcome women.

At its recent meeting, State Council members approved a project name
for the women’s services that we are preparing to operate in both
Warwick and Argyle Streets. The recognises that Bethlehem House has,
for several years now, also operated over several sites in delivering
supported accommodation for men. Further details of the new name are
due to be revealed in coming months.

Vinnies Burnie City

Our Vinnies Shop is preparing to move from 32 Cattley Street to 12
Wilson Street, Burnie in January 2025. This move to a larger space will
allow for an expanded range, including furniture and other larger items to
be stocked, responding well to the need we know is being experienced
across the North West Region.

Our People

North West Regional Office

The much-anticipated North West Regional Office move from its former
base in Wilson Street, Burnie, to a new location at 12-14 Simpson Street,
Somerset, is now complete. All contact details for the office and staff
remain the same and the team is looking forward to welcoming members,
staff and volunteers to the new site. Plans are in preparation for a
Blessing of this new North West base and we look forward to that chance
to share the benefits of this larger and more suitable location — with ease
of parking an added advantage for all!

State Overseas Partnership Committee

Do you have an interest in the Society’s work overseas or would like to
learn more? The State Overseas Partnership Committee is looking for
some new members, in particular we are seeking representatives in the
Southern and Northern Regions. Please contact the State Office or email
admin@vinniestas.org.au if you would like some more information on
how you can become involved in making a difference to others is
developing countries.

Bethlehem House

Congratulations to the Bethlehem House team which won the Industry
Collaboration Award as part of the Tasmanian Government's Training
Awards! In collaboration with MAX Employment, plus the Givil
Contractors Federation of Tasmania. and throuah fundina from the Order



of St John of Jerusalem, they worked to deliver employability
opportunities with the goal of itioning residents into
and, in turn, independent living.

As its first foray, the Bethlehem House Civil Job Start program
commenced in May 2024 when Max Employment and the Civil
Contractors Federation Tasmanian collaborated to provide the training
‘in-house’ to meet the needs of residents interested in gaining the
qualifications required to engage in civil workplaces.

With great outcomes achieved, including pursuit of a range of licenced
qualifications and, in several cases already, the capacity to secure
ongoing employment, this program is changing lives. In offering our
congratulations to all parties involved in this collaboration, its
encouraging to note that a Commercial Cleaning course has now also
been completed by seven residents, while the next iteration of the
Employability Program is set to build skills relevant to the hospitality
industry.

Corey McGrath
State President

Join the Conversation:

Contact us with your thoughts or ideas

We'd love to hear from you! If you have any thoughts or ideas that were
sparked from Vinnies Voice, reach out
to vinniesvoice@vinniestas.org.au to have your own voice heard.
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