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Governor
visits Bethlehem House

In August, Her Excellency, the Hon Sam Mostyn AC, Governor-General
of Australia, visited Bethlehem House to tour the facilities and meet with
those working and staying at the accommodation.

The Governor-General said she is using her time in the role to shine a
light on services that offer kindness and care to people.

“I want to thank you all on behalf of all Australians for the work that you
do here and for how long you have been doing it. It is the job of the
Governor-General to show up and express our gratitude,” Her Excellency
said to the excited staff of Bethlehem House.

Her Excellency was given a tour around the two campuses where she

met with and talked to many residents about their experiences with
homelessness and how Bethlehem House is supporting them.

READ MORE

Burnie foreshore event shows support
for a growing number of Tasmanians

A community drop-in event in Burnie was held during August as a part of
Homelessness Awareness Week.

The informal drop-in styled presence, in a key public thoroughfare,
encouraged people to come and sit on the couch to discuss
homelessness from their perspective.

Held on the foreshore in Burnie, the couch was intended to symbolise the

situation that many find themselves in when couch surfing — an all too
frequent situation for those experiencing homelessness.

READ MORE

Vinnies visits Exeter
Primary for Youth Works




Thank you to Exeter Primary School for your generous donation!

In July, our Northern Youth Coordinator, Leah Dann-White, joined with
Vincentian Member, Eric Welsh, to visit Exeter Primary School and
address a group of 90 grade 3-6 students in preparation for an upcoming
food drive.

The presentation aimed to educate the students on the Society’s
services, how they can be accessed and how valuable food donations
would benefit those in the community.

The visit was a demonstration of our efforts to expand Youth Works
across the state by holding conversations covering the broad range of
the services we provide and raising the awareness of poverty and
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Leah Dann-White said the presentation on Vinnies’ services in response
to social justice matters was a success.

“Many of the students demonstrated a genuine interest by actively asking
questions about our services, about volunteering with us in the future and
how they can actively help in their community,” she said.

READ MORE

Winter Appeal

We are in the final days of our Winter Appeal and you can still help
provide hope, dignity and a pathway forward for Tasmanians in need.
Please help us to help others if you can?

Last financial year, it cost our Society over $1.6 million to support people
seeking help, just through our Emergency Relief hubs and Vincentian
Members’ visits alone. Those numbers continue to rise. Right now, as we
come toward the end of August, there is almost a 20% increase in
demand for Emergency Relief assistance compared to the same time last
year.

Significantly, we note that nearly 5% of people who seek Emergency
Relief from Vinnies have a job. This is a damning sign of the cost-of-living
pressures impacting Tasmanians right now. When faced with decisions
that are hard to make, trade-offs are finding many individuals and families
trying to get by without the basics.

Donations to the Winter Appeal can be made by calling 13 18 12 or
online at the link below. All donations over $2 are tax-deductible and will
go directly towards aiding Tasmanians in need.

Please know that we are always so grateful for every single dollar

donated, so too are the individuals that benefit from your support.

DONATE TODAY

Turning pain into purpose

Bethlehem House Operations Manager, Jay Chipman, was inspired to
provide a service to support Tasmanian families after she was diagnosed
with blood cancer one week before Christmas in 2014.

Ms Chipman was recently acknowledged at Government House as the
winner of the Outstanding Achievement and Innovation in Palliative Care
at the 2024 Palliative Care Awards.

It is yet another example of the huge hearts our staff and members have
for those in need!

The mother of two said her family’s life was turned upside down and they
had to quickly deal with a whole new world of terminology, constant
appointments and hospital stays.

“Upon reaching out for support at that time, | was met with replies that |
would enter a waiting list for support - that waiting list would find me
without support for up to three to four years," Ms Chipman said.



“I couldn’t believe that there was little to no support for young families in
Tasmania. All | wanted was a break from the ongoing stress that we
endured for a year. So as | recovered, | felt determined to build a service
in our state that fostered hope in addressing the needs that we felt during
our cancer experience.”
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In 2018, Ms Chipman founded Homely Retreats, which has provided
tailored respite at no cost for around 600 Tasmanian families throughout
their cancer journeys.

READ MORE

Join the Conversation:

Contact us with your thoughts or ideas

We'd love to hear from you! If you have any thoughts or ideas that
were sparked from Vinnies Voice, reach out
to vinniesvoice@vinniestas.org.au to have your own voice heard.

CONTACT US

St Vincent de Paul Society - Tasmania 191 Invermay Road Invermay, TAS 7248
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