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At the most recent meeting of the State Council, our Spiritual Advisor Fr
Chatty, provided us with a beautiful poem, Heart of Charity.

Here is the first verse:

In the quiet whispers of the soul,

Where love and mercy find their role,
There stands a beacon, pure and bright,
The Vincentian spirit, a guiding light.

| see examples of the guiding light right across our organisation,
especially during a cold and dark Tasmanian winter.

It is in the work of our Members through delivery of emergency relief, in
our stores, the people providing food and comfort to those experiencing
homelessness on the street, those fundraising through the Winter Appeal
and CEO Sleepout, and through the work we are doing to get a roof over
the heads and other supports to more Tasmanians in need.

Our founder Blessed Frederic Ozanam said:

“Knowledge of the poor and needy is not gained by pouring over books
or in discussions with politicians, but by...visiting where they live...
feeling the cold they feel and learning from their lips the causes of their
woes.”

When so many are struggling to eat, pay bills and stay warm, | want to
thank you all for providing that Vincentian Spirit to everyone you
encounter, and for being a beacon of hope to those who are most in need
of it.

From the CEO
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We are in the depths of winter and while the demand for our services
continues to rise, we also continue to rise to the challenge and seek
opportunities to raise funds and find new opportunities to enable service
and support to those in need.

Across our diverse Society, we are helped by many individuals and
organisations who volunteer their time and donate to assist us to
continue our good works.

Again, the CEO Sleepout left me feeling full of hope and inspiration with
the efforts of our hardy and generous participants who raised money
through this annual event. Thank you to all who took part in Launceston
and Hobart for giving up your time and the cosy comforts of home as we
seek to increase awareness of the hardship faced by many across our
community.

In other news of generosity, the Order of Saint John of Jerusalem have
ded funding for their loyability program at
Bethlehem House, ably assisted by Max Employment and the Civil
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our residents.

In this issue of Vinnies Voices, you will learn about the opening of
Rosalie Court in Smithton as an example of the Society working with
other organisations, including Centacare Evolve Housing and the
Tasmanian Government, to help make more affordable housing available
to those seeking shelter. The project was a vision of our former State
President and now National President Mark Gaetani, and it was a thrill to
have him on hand to open the development in June.

And there are the many hundreds of individuals who donate to our Winter
Appeal, which as it stands, is our most important fundraising initiative in
recent years, such is the demand for our services across the state. Thank
you for your support.

Our long time Executive Manager of Vincent Industries (V1) in Wynyard
Nellie McKenna is retiring and | want to use this forum to show our
heartfelt thanks to her for 12 years of wonderful and important work.

As a Special Work of Vinnies operating in Wynyard for decades now, VI
provides meaningful work opportunities for people living with a disability.
What is these days known as a “social enterprise”, the operations of VI
have been highly successful and Nellie’s leadership of the team has
been a pivotal part of this. VI staff sort donated clothing and linen, with
some then processed for export and other items transformed into a range
of cleaning cloths which are sold to commercial, industrial and domestic
customers.

Nellie is a much-loved member of the team and she has worked tirelessly
to ensure each supported employee gains the opportunity to participate
in the workforce in a meaningful way, creating a sense of self-worth and
wellbeing. Thank you Nellie.

Rosalie Court opens

Residents have commenced moving into the 28 brand new units at
Rosalie Court Smithton, made possible by a partnership between the St
Vincent de Paul Society (Vinnies), the Tasmanian Government and
Centacare Evolve Housing, with involvement from Wilson Homes too.

The units were officially opened by Minister for Housing and Planning,
Felix Ellis, and St Vincent de Paul Society National President, Mark
Gaetani, in late June 2024.

The Society’s State President, Corey McGrath, said the units offered a
stable home to those older than fifty-five years.

The St Vincent de Paul Society committed $2.5m to 20 units in the
Rosalie Court housing it. As part of its C ity Housing
Growth Program, the Tasmanian Government supplied a further amount
of around $5m to make the project a reality, with Gentacare Evolve
Housing contributing to development of eight villas in the village.

READ MORE

Staying comfortable
at Marillac House
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Vinnies' Marillac House in Hobart is helping regional Tasmanians stay in
an ideal central location while a loved one receives treatment at the
Royal Hobart Hospital and other Hobart-based medical facilities.

Now operating in both Hobart and Launceston, Marillac House is a place
for people and their families to stay at an affordable price while accessing
medical support. The comfortable accommodation provides access to a
range of amenities and, in Hobart, our new space offers free laundry
facilities, a large kitchen, a shared dining room, bathrooms and
comfortable living spaces.

Ronald Lowry is from Miandetta and he says staying at Marillac House
has made it much easier for him to feel supported and comfortable while
his wife undergoes treatment at the hospital.

While Marillac House has been operating from 32 Brisbane Street in
Launceston for almost two decades, the new Marillac House in Hobart is
located on the corner of Murray Street and Bathurst Street. This places
affordable accommodation for those travelling for medical purposes right
in the centre of the Hobart CBD, only a five-minute walk away from the
Royal Hobart Hospital and a range of other medical services.

READ MORE

CEO's brave the cold
for homelessness

On Thursday 20 June, Vinnies Tasmania hosted its annual CEO Sleepout
at MyState Bank Arena in Hobart and University of Tasmania Stadium in
Launceston to raise funds for Tasmanians experiencing or at risk of
experiencing homelessness.

Over 50 business and community leaders registered for the event and
participants endured a cold night in both cities as they experienced first-
hand what it is like to sleep rough.

“It was a physical and emotional challenge that gave participants a small
glimpse into what Te I experiencing and poverty
go through on a daily basis," Vinnies Tasmania CEO Heather Kent said.

“As Tasmania experiences harsh winter conditions, the CEO Sleepout
becomes even more significant in raising awareness about the extreme
challenges of those experiencing homelessness during the coldest
months of the year.

“Holding the event on a cold winter’s night draws attention to the fact that
many Tasmanians cannot afford to heat their homes due to rising energy
prices and the cost-of-living crisis. We know that just paying rent at this
time is a key issue for so many.”

Alison Flakemore, Senior Partner from Hobart-based accounting firm
Crowe, was the highest individual fundraiser, bringing in donations
totalling $6,926 already, with fundraising for all participants continuing
until the end of July.

Meals were provided in both Hobart and Launceston by our Soup Van
teams and participants slept on concrete with only a piece of cardboard
and a sleeping bag for comfart. We know that the experience was a
thought provoking one, helping to stimulate conversations about what
more can be done by working together.

Vinnies Northern
Youth Update

The Vinnies northern youth programs have been experiencing
outstanding levels of engagement this year, with more and more students
and children getting involved.
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last term it has increased quite a bit which is exciting,” Northern Youth
Coordinator Leah Dann-White said.

“Several schools in the northern region are actively participating in our
Vinnies Winter Appeal, raising money, getting denations of food or
hygiene packs and also raising awareness around why the Winter Appeal
is so important.”

Alongside the appeal, the northern team have been running
presentations and activities to raise awareness and create a strong
connections between the students and Vinnies.

“We have been actively engaging with our Mini-Vinnies and social justice
groups that run within schools to foster a stronger connection between
Vinnies and the students involved,” Ms Dann-White said.

“You can really tell the students are truly beginning to see and
understand the connections between what they're doing and supporting
the community.”

Schools have also been very engaged with the Society, with three
schools signing up to the northern Schools Sleepout which will be
happening in term three.

Outside of the schools’ initiatives, we have been continuing to run the
popular Youth Hub and Buddy Days.

The Youth Hub is a fortnightly free program for children to socialise and
enjoy some recreational activities after school in a safe space. “Our
Vinnies Buddy Days, which run through the school holidays, are another
a recreational opportunity outside of the school terms that these children
really value,” Ms Dann-White said.

“They usually run between three to five hours and the next one is on 16
July”

Join the Conversation:

Contact us with your thoughts or ideas

We'd love to hear from you! If you have any thoughts or ideas that
were sparked from Vinnies Voice, reach out
to vinniesvoice @vinniestas.org.au to have your own voice heard.
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